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Rock Falls City Council Agenda 
Council Chambers 

603 W 10th Street, Rock Falls, IL 61071 
 

March 7, 2023 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 
Audience Requests 
 
Community Affairs 
 Bethany Bland, President/CEO, Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce 
 
Consent Agenda: 

1. Approval of the minutes of the February 21, 2023, City Council Meeting   
2. Approval of bills as presented   

 
Ordinances 2nd Reading & Adoption: 

1. Ordinance 2023-2600 – Annexing Certain Territory to the City of Rock Falls, Whiteside 
County, Illinois (Jody M. Young & Maggie A. Young)   

2. Ordinance 2023-2601 – Approving Acquisition of Electric/Communications Utility 
Easement   

 
City Administrator Robbin Blackert: 
 
Information/Correspondence 
Matt Cole, City Attorney 
Corey Buck, City Engineer 
 
Alderman Reports/Committee Chairman Requests 
 
Ward 1 
Alderman Bill Wangelin – Public Property/Public Works Committee Chairman 
 
 



 
Alderman Gabriella McKanna – Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee Chairman 

1. Recommendation from the ARPA Committee to approve the restoration of the Lincoln 
Highway Mural by ShawCraft Sign Co, 7727 Burden Rd, Machesney Park, IL in the 
amount of $7,550.00 and to pay invoice in full to receive a 4% discount.   

2. Approve recommendation from the ARPA Committee for commitment of $80,000.00 for 
City Hall bathroom renovations. 

Ward 2 
Alderman Brian Snow – Building Code Committee Chairman/Utility Committee Vice Chairman  

1. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to waive bidding and approve the 
proposal by DPS Equipment Services, Inc, P.O. Box 55, Caldonia, IL to furnish labor and 
materials to replace 21 bearings and 11 Orbal shafts in the oxidation ditch in the amount 
of $110,000.00.   

2. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve the Rate Study proposal from 
Utility Financial Solutions, LLC, 185 Sun Meadow Court, Holland, MI in the amount of 
$31,000.00.   

Alderman Casey Babel – Tourism Committee Chairman 
 
Ward 3 
Alderman Steve Dowd 
Alderman Cody Dornes 
 
Ward 4 
Alderman Violet Sobottka – Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee Chairman 
Alderman Cathy Arduini 

 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next City Council meeting – March 21, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Posted: March 3, 2023 
Michelle Conklin, Deputy City Clerk 
 
The City of Rock Falls is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with Disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 
who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in the meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the 
meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Mark Searing, ADA Coordinator, at 1-815-622-1108 promptly to allow the City of Rock Falls to make reasonable 
accommodations within 48 hours of the scheduled meeting. 



























 
 

 
 

CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. __________ 
 
 

ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE  
CITY OF ROCK FALLS, WHITESIDE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

(JODY M. YOUNG & MAGGIE A. YOUNG) 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________  
 
 

ADOPTED BY THE 
 

COUNCIL 
 

OF THE 
 

CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
 

THIS 7TH DAY OF MARCH, 2023 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________  
 
Published in pamphlet form by authority of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Rock 
Falls, this 7th day of March, 2023. 
________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ________  
 
 

ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE  
CITY OF ROCK FALLS, WHITESIDE COUNTY, ILLINOIS  

(JODY M. YOUNG & MAGGIE A. YOUNG) 
 
 WHEREAS, a written petition, signed by Jody M. Young and Maggie A. Young, the 
legal owners of record of all land within the territory hereinafter described and commonly known 
as PIN 11-34-451-003 and 11-34-451-004 (the “Subject Properties”), has been filed with the City 
Clerk of the City of Rock Falls, Whiteside County, Illinois, requesting that said territory be 
annexed to the City of Rock Falls (“City”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Subject Properties are not within the corporate limits of any 
municipality but are adjacent and contiguous to the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, to ensure consistent regulation among the adjacent properties consisting of 
the City of Rock Falls, and to permit the collection of tax for the maintenance and upkeep of 
utilities and roadways serving the Subject Properties, among other things, the City desires to 
annex the Subject Properties to the City of Rock Falls; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 7-1-8 of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/1-1 et. seq. (the 
“Code”), authorizes the corporate authorities of any municipality to adopt an ordinance annexing 
territory which is adjacent and contiguous to the municipality upon written petition signed by the 
owners of record of the land within such territory; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 7-1-14 of the Code permits an annexation proceeding involving 
multiple parcels or owners of territory to be brought in a single proceeding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, notice regarding the intention of the City to annex the Subject Properties 
was published in a newspaper of general circulation within the Subject Properties at least ten 
(10) days prior to the passage of this Ordinance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, written notice was served, either in person or by certified mail, to the 
taxpayer or taxpayers of record of the Subject Properties as appears from the authentic tax 
records of the county, no less than fifteen (15) days prior to the passage of this Ordinance; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all other legal notices regarding the intention of the City to annex said 
Subject Properties have been sent to the public bodies required to receive such notice pursuant to 
the Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, copies of such notices required to be recorded, if any, have been recorded 
in the Office of the Recorder of Whiteside County, Illinois; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Plan Commission of the City conducted a public hearing regarding the 
proposed annexation of the Subject Properties on February 9th, 2023; and 
 



 
 

 WHEREAS, following the public hearing, the Plan Commission moved to recommend 
the annexation of the Subject Properties to the City of Rock Falls; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council (collectively, the “Corporate Authorities”) 
desire to adopt the recommendation of the Plan Commission, and hereby find and determine that 
it is in the best interests of the City of Rock Falls and its residents that the Subject Properties be 
annexed to the City, and that upon annexation the Subject Properties be zoned as M-1. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City 
of Rock Falls, as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1:  The statements contained in the preamble paragraphs of this Ordinance are 
true and accurate and are hereby incorporated into this Section 1 as if more fully set forth herein. 

 
SECTION 2:  The Subject Properties, as more particularly set forth in Exhibit A, 

attached hereto, are hereby annexed to the City of Rock Falls, Whiteside County, Illinois. 
   

SECTION 3:  The City Clerk is hereby directed to file, within ninety (90) days, a 
certified copy of this Ordinance together with an accurate map of the territory annexed, said map 
being attached hereto as Exhibit B, with the Office of the Recorder and the County Clerk of 
Whiteside County, Illinois. 

 
SECTION 4: The Subject Properties are classified under the Zoning Ordinance of the 

City of Rock Falls as zoning classification M-1, all as permitted under the Zoning Ordinance of 
the City of Rock Falls. 

 
SECTION 5:  The City Council finds that the customary practice of requiring a first and 

second reading of ordinances is not applicable or necessary in the case of this Ordinance, and a 
first reading preliminary to adoption hereof is hereby waived, and this Ordinance shall become 
effective upon its passage. 

 
SECTION 6:  The provisions and sections of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be 

separable, and the invalidity of any portion of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of the 
remainder. 

 
SECTION 7:  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the 

extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 8:  The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish this Ordinance in pamphlet 

form. 
 
SECTION 9:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval, and publication as required by law. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Passed by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Rock Falls on the 7th day of March, 

2023. 
 
 

   _________________________________ 
        Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
 City Clerk 
 
 
 
AYE       NAY 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 



 
 

Exhibit A 
 

Parcel 1: 
 
Part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 34. Township 21 North, Range 7 East of the 4th P.M., 
Whiteside County, Illinois, described as follows: Commencing at a point on the South line of 
said Section 34, which is 1598.6 feet West of the Southeast corner thereof; thence extending 
Westerly on the said South line of Section 34, 150 feet; thence Northerly at an angle of 89°10' 
measured counterclockwise from the said South line of Section 34 and parallel with the West 
line of Roy Megli Subdivision in the said Southeast Quarter of Section 34, 1114.38 feet to the 
centerline of F.A. Route No. 141; thence Southeasterly on the said centerline, 163.28 feet to a 
point 584.6 feet Westerly of (as measured parallel with the said South line of Section 34) the said 
West line of Roy Megli Subdivision; thence Southerly parallel with the said West line of Roy 
Megli Subdivision, 1047.35 feet to the point of beginning. 
 
Parcel 2: 
 
Part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 34. Township 21 North, Range 7 East of the P.M., 
Whiteside County, Illinois, described as follows: Commencing at a point on the South line of 
said Section 34, which is 1448.6 feet West of the Southeast corner thereof; thence extending 
Westerly on the said South line of Section 34, 150 feet; thence Northerly at an angle of 89°10' 
measured counterclockwise from the said South line of Section 34 and parallel with the West 
line of Roy Megli Subdivision in the said Southeast Quarter of Section 34, 1047.35 feet to the 
centerline of F.A. Route No. 141; thence Southeasterly on the said centerline, 163.28 feet to a 
point 434.6 feet Westerly of (as measured parallel with the said South line of Section 34) the said 
West line of Roy Megli Subdivision; thence Southerly parallel with the said West line of Roy 
Megli Subdivision, 980.6 feet to the point of beginning. 



 
 

Exhibit B 
 

(attach annexation plat) 
 
 



CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. _________________ 
 
 

ORDINANCE APPROVING ACQUISITION OF 
ELECTRIC/COMMUNICATIONS UTILITY EASEMENT 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

ADOPTED BY THE 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

OF THE 
 

CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
 

THIS _______ DAY OF _________________, 2023 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Published in pamphlet form by authority of the City Council of the City of Rock Falls, Illinois, 
this _____ day of ___________________, 2023. 
______________________________________________________________________________  
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ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 
 

ORDINANCE APPROVING 
ELECTRIC/COMMUNICATIONS UTILITY EASEMENT 

 
 WHEREAS, Virginia G. Schutz and the Estate of Terry K. Schutz (collectively, 
“Schutz”) are the owners of certain real estate located south of Glen’s Garden Subdivision in the 
City of Rock Falls, Whiteside County, Illinois 61071, which real estate consists of approximately 
31.7 acres of farm land, being commonly described as PIN #11-33-351-022 (the “Schutz 
Property”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, in connection with the expansion of the City of Rock Falls’ (the “City”) 
electrical/communications utilities, the City desires to obtain an easement for the construction 
and maintenance of such electrical/communications utilities across the Schutz Property, all as 
more particularly described on Exhibit A, attached hereto (the “Electric Utility Easement”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, Schutz is willing to grant the Electric Utility Easement to City for the sum 
of twenty-five thousand and no/100ths dollars ($25,000.00) (the “Acquisition Cost”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and the City Council (collectively, the “Corporate Authorities”) 
deem it in the best interests of the City to approve the Electric Utility Easement and to pay the 
Acquisition Cost to Schutz, all upon the respective terms and conditions contained herein. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and the City Council of the 
City of Rock Falls, as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1:  The Mayor and the City Council hereby find that the recitals above are 
true and correct and are incorporated herein by reference. 
 
 SECTION 2:  The Electric Utility Easement is approved.  The City Administrator and/or 
City Treasurer are authorized and directed to tender payment of the Acquisition Cost to Schutz 
upon receipt of a fully executed and notarized Electric Utility Easement by Schutz. 
 
 SECTION 3:  The provisions and sections of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be 
separable, and the invalidity of any portion of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of the 
remainder. 
 
 SECTION 4:  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the 
extent of such conflict, hereby repealed. 
 

SECTION 5:  The City Council finds that the customary practice of requiring a first and 
second reading of ordinances is not applicable or necessary in the case of this Ordinance, and a 
first reading preliminary to adoption hereof is hereby waived, and this Ordinance shall become 
effective upon its passage. 
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 SECTION 6:  The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish this Ordinance in pamphlet 
form. 
 
 SECTION 7:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 
and approval, and publication as required by law. 
 
 Passed by the Mayor and the City Council of the City of Rock Falls on the ______ day of 
________________, 2023. 
 
               
         Mayor 
ATTEST:  
 
_______________________________  
        City Clerk 
 
 
AYE       NAY 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________   _______________________________  
 
_______________________________   _______________________________  
 
_______________________________   _______________________________  
 
_______________________________   _______________________________  
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Exhibit A 
 

(attach electric utility easement) 
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