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Rock Falls City Council Agenda 
Council Chambers 

603 W 10th Street, Rock Falls, IL 61071 
 

October 21, 2025 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 
Audience Requests 
 
Community Affairs - Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce, Sam Kersey President/CEO 
 
Consent Agenda: 

1. Approval of minutes from the October 7, 2025 City Council Meeting   
2. Approval of bills as presented   
3. Approve recommendation from Fire Chief Wolf to appoint Emily Simpson as a Paid on 

Call Firefighter as of October 16, 2025 
4. Recommendation from Planning Zoning Commission to approve the Burger 

Subdivision Plat   
5. Refer Application for Variance for real estate located at 1113 9th Avenue, Rock Falls, IL to 

the Planning Zoning Commission   
 
Resolution: 

1. Resolution 2025-939 – Resolution for Maintenance Under the Illinois Highway Code – 
Section Number 26-00000-00-GM (Appropriating the sum of $200,000.00 of Motor Fuel 
Tax Funds for the Purpose of Maintaining Streets and Highways)   

 
Ordinance for 2nd Reading and Adoption: 

1. Ordinance 2025-2711 - Ordinance Amending Chapter 18, Article VI – Parking – Fire 
Lanes   

2. Ordinance 2025-2712 - Ordinance Amending Chapter 24, Article XIII Signs - Temporary 
Signs   

 
City Administrator Robbin Blackert: 

1. Intergovernmental Agreement between East Coloma – Nelson CESD No. 20 and the City 
of Rock Falls, Illinois Regarding Safe Routes to School Grant and Project   



 
Information/Correspondence 
Matt Cole, City Attorney 
Corey Buck, City Engineer 
 
Alderperson Reports/Committee Chairman Requests 
 
Ward 1 
Alderperson Bill Wangelin – Public Works/Public Property Committee Chairman/Tourism 
Committee 
Alderperson Gabriella McKanna – Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee Chairman/Utilities 
Committee 

1. Recommendation from the Finance Insurance Investment Committee to approve the Fire 
and Police Pension Funds Actuarial Valuations for the Year Ending April 30, 2025 

2. Recommendation from the Finance Insurance Investment Committee to approve the 
Fiscal Year 2025 Audit 
 

Ward 2 
Alderperson Vickey Byrd – Tourism Committee 
Alderperson Marshall Doane  
 
Ward 3 
Alderperson Steve Dowd – Police Fire Committee Chairman 
Alderperson Nathan Stahr 
 
Ward 4 
Alderperson Violet Sobottka – Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee Chairman 
Alderperson Cathy Arduini 

 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Executive Session: 

1. Enter into Executive Session for the purposes of: 
a. Collective Bargaining – Section 2(c)(2) – Collective negotiating matters and 

deliberations concerning salary schedules 
b. Litigation – Section 2(c)(11) – Pending, probable or imminent litigation 

 
Any Action taken from Executive Session 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next City Council Meeting – November 4, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Posted: October 17, 2025 
Michelle Conklin, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 
The City of Rock Falls is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with Disabilities who plan to 
attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in the meeting, or who have 
questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Mark Searing, ADA Coordinator, at 1-815-622-1108 
promptly to allow the City of Rock Falls to make reasonable accommodations within 48 hours of the scheduled meeting. 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT  
BETWEEN 

EAST COLOMA – NELSON CESD NO. 20 
AND 

THE CITY OF ROCK FALLS, ILLINOIS 
REGARDING 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT AND PROJECT 
 

 This Intergovernmental Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into as of the latter 

of dates accompanying the signatures below (“Effective Date”), by and between East Coloma – 

Nelson CESD No. 20 (“ECN District”), a public school district of the state of Illinois, and the City 

of Rock Falls, Illinois, (“City”) a unit of local government of the state of Illinois (each a “Party”; 

collectively “Parties”);  

WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 10, of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970 

provides that units of local government may contract or otherwise associate among themselves to 

obtain or share services, and to exercise, combine, or transfer any power of function in any manner 

not prohibited by law or by ordinance, and may use their credit, revenues, and other resources to 

pay costs related to intergovernmental activities; and  

WHEREAS, the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 5 ILCS 220/1, et seq., further 

authorizes intergovernmental cooperation; and   

WHEREAS, ECN District is a public school district organized under the laws of the State 

of Illinois, with offices and operations in Whitside County, Illinois; and   

WHEREAS, the City is a unit of local government within the meaning of Article VIII, 

Section 10 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970 and the Intergovernmental 

Cooperation Act, with offices and operations in Whiteside County, Illinois; and   

WHEREAS, ECN District is in the process of applying for a State of Illinois Department 

of Transportation “Safe Routes to School Grant” (“Grant”) in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty 
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Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($250,000.00) in order to pay for the installation of neighborhood 

sidewalks (the “Project”; the anticipated generally layout of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A) 

to service students of ECN District and other City citizens and to create a safe environment  

surrounding the ECN District’s attendance center; and  

WHEREAS, in the event costs of said Project exceed the anticipated Grant amount (or any 

lesser amount of Grant funding actually received in conjunction with said ECN District’s Grant 

application) the Parties wish to each contribute, on a shared and equal basis, the costs of any such 

excess necessary to complete the Project, up to a maximum contribution by each of the Parties of 

up to Fifty Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($50,000.00) from each of the Parties.   

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants herein 

contained, and the benefits to be received by the Parties, ECN District and the City hereby agree 

as follows:  

 A. Incorporation of recitals: The Parties hereby find that all of the recital contained 

in the preambles to this Agreement are full, true, and correct, and the Parties do hereby incorporate 

them into this Agreement by this reference.  

 B. Term of Agreement: The term of this Agreement will commence on the Effective 

Date and shall remain effective until the Project is completed through construction, installation, 

and full payment for contractors engaged to construct the Project. After such time, the 

Project/Sidewalks shall be dedicated to the City for future maintenance and repair, subject to any 

supplemental or future agreements the Parties may enter regarding post-completion services. 

 C.   ECN District’s Obligations. ECN District shall:  

i.  Apply for a State of Illinois Department of Transportation “Safe Routes to School 

Grant” in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty Thousand and No/100 Dollars 
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($250,000.00) in order to install neighborhood sidewalks in accordance with the 

general terms of Exhibit A; and 

ii.  Apprize the City of ECN District’s receipt of any such Grant funds; and  

iii.  Release such Grant funds to the City as payment for all Project work properly 

performed by contractors installing and constructing the Project; and  

iv. Make supplemental funds available to the City as payment for all Project work 

properly performed by contractors installing and constructing the Project in the 

event Project costs exceed the anticipated Grant amount (or any lesser amount of 

Grant funding actually received in conjunction with said ECN District’s Grant 

application) with ECN District to contribute, on a shared, equal, and “matching”  

basis with the City, the costs of any such excess necessary to complete the Project, 

up to a maximum contribution by ECN District of up to a total of Fifty Thousand 

and No/100 Dollars ($50,000.00); and 

v.  Cooperate with the City to enter into such other agreements and arrangements 

as may become necessary or advantageous to advance and complete the Project. 

 D.   City’s Obligations.  City shall: 

i.  Upon notice from ECN District of the award and subsequent receipt of Grant 

funding, commence procuring contractor(s) to perform the Project in accordance 

with all Grant parameters and with all laws and standards applicable to the 

construction of such a public works, (including but not limited to compliance with 

the Illinois Prevailing Wage Act) and with all Project contractors maintaining 

adequate types and amounts of insurance coverages sufficient to indemnify, defend, 
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and hold the Parties harmless from and against any damages caused by the 

contractor(s) and incurred by the Parties; and  

ii.  Utilize Grant funds provided by ECN District to pay for all properly-performed 

services of Project contractors as per Grant requirements and standards; and  

iii. Make supplemental funds available for payment for all Project work properly 

performed by contractors installing and constructing the Project in the event Project 

costs exceed the anticipated Grant amount (or any lesser amount of Grant funding 

actually received in conjunction with said ECN District’s Grant application) with 

the City to contribute, on a shared. Equal, and “matching” basis with ECN District, 

the costs of any such excess necessary to complete the Project, up to a maximum 

contribution by ethe City of up to a total of Fifty Thousand and No/100 Dollars 

($50,000.00); and 

v.  Cooperate with ECN District to enter into such other agreements and 

arrangements as may become necessary or advantageous to advance and complete 

the Project. 

 E. Lack of Grant Funding.  In the event ECN District does not receive Grant funding 

under its application, this Agreement shall be null and void and of no further effect. The City’s and 

ECN District’s obligation to contract for or proceed with the Project shall be expressly conditioned 

upon (i) the prior receipt of Grant funds in amounts sufficient to cover the anticipated costs of the 

Project, and (ii) the prior deposit by ECN District into an escrow account administered by the City 

of its required contribution up to Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000). In no event shall either the 

City or ECN District be required to advance funds beyond its contribution of Fifty Thousand 

Dollars ($50,000). Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, neither the City nor ECN District 
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shall  be liable for any non-grant costs of the Project exceeding Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) 

for each Party. The Parties expect to obtain bids prior to authorizing the Project, and in the event 

costs are expected to exceed the grant amount by over $100,000.00 ($50,000.00 each from the City 

and from ECN District) either Party may decide to suspend or terminate this Agreement without 

liability or further obligation to the other Party. 

F.  Indemnification, Defense, Hold Harmless, and Insurance. Each Party agrees, as 

an “Indemnitor”, to indemnify, defend and hold the other Party harmless from any claim(s), 

damage(s), cause(s) of action, allegation(s), and/or any other similar liability(ies) caused by the 

Indemnitor, its employee(s), its contractors, and its agents, and/or any negligent action or inaction 

of any of the foregoing. Additionally, each Party shall maintain sufficient insurance to cover its 

obligations under the Grant and this Agreement.  

 G. Voluntary Agreement. Each Party is entering into this Agreement as its free and 

voluntary act. Each Party has had the advice and benefit of counsel in making this Agreement and 

knows and fully understands the terms of this Agreement. 

 H. Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the whole and entire agreement 

between the Parties. No prior agreement, negotiations, relationships, understanding, course of 

dealing, or usage forms any part of this Agreement.  

 I. Savings Clause. If any provision of this Agreement or any application of this 

Agreement to any entity is held to be contrary to law by a body of competent jurisdiction and 

pursuant to final Order or judgment, then such provision or application shall not be valid, except 

to the extent permitted by law, but all other provisions or applications shall continue in full force 

and effect.    
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed 

on the dates set forth below.  

EAST COLOMA - NELSON CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
CESD NO. 20 COUNTY OF WHITESIDE, ILLINOIS 
 
By:       By: 
 
Signature:__________________________ Signature:__________________________ 
 
Name:_____________________________ Name:_____________________________ 
 
Title:______________________________ Title:____________________________ 
 
Dated:_____________________________ Dated:_____________________________ 
 
Contact/Notice Information:  Contact/Notice Information 
 
__________________________________ ___________________________________ 
 
__________________________________ ___________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ ___________________________________ 




