
City of Rock Falls 
603 W. 10th Street 

Rock Falls, IL 61071-2854 

Mayor 
Rod Kleckler 
815-380-5333

City Administrator 
Robbin Blackert 
815-564-1366

City Clerk 
Pam Martinez 
815-622-1100

City Treasurer 
Kay Abner 

815-622-1100

Rock Falls City Council Agenda 
Council Chambers 

603 W 10th Street, Rock Falls, IL 61071 

April 19, 2022 
5:30 p.m. 

Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 

Audience Requests 
1. Sauk Valley Community College – Impact Program  

Community Affairs 
Bethany Bland, President/CEO, Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce 

Consent Agenda: 
1. Approval of the minutes of the April 5, 2022, City Council Meeting  
2. Approval of bills as presented  
3. Reappointment of Bill Wescott to the Fire Pension Board for a 2-year term (05-01-2022 to

04-30-2024)
4. Reappointment of Chris Heier to the Fire Pension Board for a 2-year term (05-01-2022 to

04-30-2024)

Ordinance 2nd Reading and Adoption: 
1. Ordinance 2022-2562 – Amending Chapter 24, Section 24-13 Relating to Temporary

Signs  
2. Ordinance 2022-2563 – Amending Chapter 6, Article III Relating to Building Permit

Fees  
3. Ordinance 2022-2564 – Amending the Rock Falls Municipal Code Relating to

Incorporation of International Codes  
4. Ordinance 2022-2565 – Amending Chapter 16, Section 16-617 Relating to Tree Cutters 
5. Ordinance 2022-2566 - Amending Section 32-348 (a) Purchase Power Adjustment

Factor  
6. Ordinance 2022-2567 - Supplemental Appropriation Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2022  
7. Ordinance 2022-2568 - Amending Chapter 16, Article V Relating to Alcohol Liquor

Purchases  



Resolutions: 
1. Resolution 2022-877 – Resolution Accepting a Grant from the Illinois Housing

Development Authority’s Strong Communities Program  
2. Resolution 2022-878 – Authorizing Engagement of Ward, Murray, Pace & Johnson P.C.,

for the Purpose of Intervening and Protesting the Property Tax Appeal Filed by 
Walgreens Case #2021-05650  

City Administrator Robbin Blackert 
1. Illinois Department of Labor – Inspection #1568109

Information/Correspondence 
Matt Cole, City Attorney 
Corey Buck, City Engineer 

Alderman Reports/Committee Chairman Requests 

Ward 1 
Alderman Bill Wangelin – Public Property/Public Works Committee Chairman 

1. Recommendation from Public Property/Public Works Committee to approve the
proposal from Renue Systems of Chicago, Inc., 1147 N. Main Street, Lombard, IL 60148
to restore the terrazzo floors at City Hall using the 3M product and making repairs to
cracks and uneven flooring in the amount of $7,555.00  

Alderman Gabriella McKanna – Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee Chairman 
1. Recommendation from Finance Committee to approve the Fiscal Year 2023 Budgets  

Ward 2 
Alderman Brian Snow – Building Code Committee Chairman/Utility Committee Vice Chairman 
Alderman Casey Babel – Tourism Committee Chairman 

Ward 3 
Alderman Steve Dowd 
Alderman Jessica Devers 

Ward 4 
Alderman Violet Sobottka – Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee Chairman 
Alderman Marshall Doane 

Mayor’s Report: 
1. Committee Assignments – 1 year term  

Executive Session: 
1. Litigation – Section 2(c)(11) – Pending, probable or imminent litigation

Action taken from Executive Session 

Adjournment 

Next City Council meeting – May 3, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
Posted: April 14, 2022 
Michelle Conklin, Deputy City Clerk 

The City of Rock Falls is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with Disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 
who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in the meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the 
meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Mark Searing, ADA Coordinator, at 1-815-622-1108 promptly to allow the City of Rock Falls to make reasonable 
accommodations within 48 hours of the scheduled meeting. 
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About the Annual Report 
 

This report is specifically designed as a summary document and is intended to convey select information about 

the major aspects of the City’s FY 23 budget, current debt and financial status in a condensed and easily 

understandable format.  The primary focus of the report is the City’s General Fund, Electric Fund, Wastewater 

Fund and Water Fund.  These are considered to be the City’s major and most significant funds.  The City 

maintains several other accounting funds which will be included, but not as detailed.   

 

Questions concerning this budget report or requests for additional information should be directed to: 

 

Robbin Blackert. City Administrator 

603 West 10th Street, Rock Falls, IL (815) 564-1366 

rblackert@rockfalls61071.com 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Debt Status 
 

Historically, the City has issued two major 

forms of debt in order to fund significant 

capital purchases and projects.  General 

Obligation (GO) bonds are direct obligations 

and pledge the full faith and credit of the 

City and are payable from both the 

governmental funds and proprietary funds as 

an alternate revenue source. In addition, the 

Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency has extended low and no 

interest loans to our Water & Wastewater 

funds for various projects including the 

construction of a new wastewater treatment 

facility completed in 2011.  As of April 30, 

2021, the City has $15,747,000 of GO 

Alternate Revenue Source Bonds and 

$11,642,751 of IEPA Loans.  $10,704,080 

of those IEPA Loans were from the 

construction of the Wastewater Treatment 

facility that opened in 2011. That debt will 

be paid in full in 2031.  

Debt Rating
 

A bond rating is a way to measure the 

creditworthiness of a bond, which 

corresponds directly to the cost of 

borrowing for an issuer. These ratings 

typically assign a letter grade to bonds that 

indicates their credit quality. Private 

independent rating services such as S&P 

Global (Standard & Poor’s) evaluate a bond 

issuer's financial strength, or its ability to 

pay a bond's principal and interest, in a 

timely fashion.  Bond ratings are vital to 

altering investors to the quality and stability 

of the bond in question. These ratings 

consequently greatly influence interest 

rates, investment appetite, and bond pricing. 

The City of Rock Falls most recent GO 

alternative revenue source bond issuance 

occurred in 2018.  At that time, S&P Global 

upgraded the City’s rating from “A” to 

“AA”.  Bond ratings are vital to alerting 

investors to the quality and stability of the 

bond in question. These ratings 

consequently greatly influence interest 

rates, investment appetite, and bond pricing.

 

In assigning a rating for General Obligation (GO) Bonds the rating agency assess the following 

factors:   

✓ Economy 

✓ Debt Structure 

✓ Financial Condition 

✓ Demographic Factor 

✓ Management Practices 

 

Unfortunately, with Rock Falls’  

modest median income being $44,264 

it may be difficult to achieve a AAA  

rating. 

 S&P Global Rating 

Best Quality AAA 

High Quality AA+ 

AA 

AA- 

Upper Medium 

Grade 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Medium Grade BBB+ 

BBB 

BBB- 
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Property Tax 
 

Property tax is the second largest revenue 

source in the General Fund.  The estimated 

assessed value is the dollar value assigned 

to a home or other piece of real estate for 

property tax purposes. It takes into account 

the value of comparable properties in the 

area, among other factors. In many cases, 

the assessed value is calculated as a 

percentage of the fair market value of the 

property. In Whiteside County, it is 1/3 the 

fair market value. In simple terms, if a 

property’s fair market value is $75,000 than 

the assessed value would be $25,000. The 

Estimated Assessed Valuation Chart below 

depicts the steep decline and rise again in 

the assessed valuations of all the properties 

in the City of Rock Falls. For the past five 

years there has been year after year growth 

in the property valuation.  The City has 

abated the debt service portion of the 

property tax levies and satisfied the principal 

and interest payment utilizing alternate 

revenue sources.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A common misconception about property 

tax is that all the money a property tax 

owner pays is remitted to the City.  As 

indicated by the graph below, the City of 

Rock Falls received approximately 20% of 

the total property money received. The 

remaining portion is allocated to other 

taxing bodies. This is a critical revenue 

source for the City of Rock Falls and 57% of 

the money collected from property taxes 

goes to fund the Police and Fire pensions as 

mandated by the State of Illinois
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State Income Tax (LGDF)

General Fund Revenue 
Summary 
The City of Rock Falls benefits from a 

diversified revenue base.  Sales tax, property 

tax and income tax are the three most 

significant governmental revenue sources 

that the City relies on to provide a high level 

of municipal services to our residents and 

businesses.   

 

Sales Tax 
Sales taxes are the largest revenue source for 

the City.  In FY 2023 general sales tax 

revenues are predicted to be $1,130,000 

which will represent 53% of total General 

Fund revenues. Sales tax revenues were on a 

steady slight incline from FY 2017 through 

FY 2020. In FY 2021 they realized a small 

decline which is believed to be a side effect 

of the pandemic due to increased online 

purchasing. 

 

 
 

Income Tax (LGDF) 
The Local Government Distributive Fund 

(LGDF) was established in 1969 as part of 

the then newly enacted state income tax. 

Counties and municipalities are allocated a 

percentage of the total state income tax 

revenues through this fund. The local share 

is distributed on a per capita basis. LGDF 

revenue is an important funding source for 

local governments and is a successful 

partnership between the state and eligible 

local governments.  Income tax distributions 

are based on funding formula set by the 

State of Illinois. The State of Illinois taxes 

unemployment benefits so even though the 

pandemic resulted in significant increases in 

unemployment, FY 2021 income tax 

revenue still fared well, and appears to be on 

track in FY 2022. The FY 23 LGDF revenue 

is projected to be $$1,162,764 or $132.30 

per capita for Rock Falls. 

 

Although the state decreased the percentage 

of LGDF revenue shared with counties and 

municipalities, local governments continued 

to receive approximately the same dollar 

amount they had been receiving as a result 

of increased tax revenues brought about by 

the higher income tax rates. In January 

2015, the local share of the state income tax 

increased to 8% when the higher income tax 

rates declined according to a predetermined 

schedule established by law. Revenues 

distributed to counties and municipalities 

from LGDF remained about the same as the 

amount collected before the income tax rates 

declined. The state income tax was 

permanently increased in 2017 and the local 

government share was reduced to 5.45% for 

individual income tax collections and 6.16% 

for corporate income tax collections for 

State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2018. The LGDF 

share was increased within the SFY 2021 

state budget to 6.06% for individual income 

tax collections and 6.845% for corporate 

income tax collections. The SFY 2022 state 

budget retained this distribution percentage 
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The FY 23 budget proposed General Fund 

revenues are $11,381,390. The revenue 

trends for the past 5 fiscal years are 

represented in the chart below. Of 

significance, 4 million dollars of the 

predicted revenues are non-recurring 

revenues for road construction projects. 

 

 

 

Contributions from Utilities 
to the General Fund 
American Public Power’s most recent data 

show the median amount contributed by 

public power utilities was 5.6 percent of 

operating revenues.  

This number is far higher than contributions 

made by Investor-Owned Utilities (IOUs) 

which was 4.2 percent of their operating 

revenues paid to state and local governments 

through taxes and fees.  In the proposed FY 

23 budget the following percentages of 

operating revenues are contributed to the 

general fund: 

✓ Electric - $671,453 = 5.4% 

✓ Wastewater - $70,914 = 3.73% 

✓ Water - $69,614 = 4.98% 

✓ Garbage - $84,075 = 11.55 % 

With a total combined operating revenue of 

$16,415,634, their contribution to the 

General Fund of $847,271 represents 5.45% 

of their operating revenues well within the 

national median average of 5.6%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FY 23 Budget

Projected Revenue 11,161,963.00$    

-$                                        

219,427.00$          

11,381,390.00$    

Other Financing Sources

IMRF/SS Contribution

Revenue Totals

$5,929,407.00 $1,913,143.00 

$1,162,784.00 

$919,807.00 

$415,000.00 

$135,000.00 

$409,900.00 

$90,000 

$202,160 

Sales Tax

Property…

Income Tax

Utility…

Franchise/…

License/Fe…

Police& Fire

Grant Funds

Miscellane…
FY 23 GENERAL FUND REVENUES
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Electric Fund 
 

The City of Rock Falls owns and operates its 

own electric utility.  This fund is the largest 

of the City’s proprietary funds in terms of 

revenue generation and number of 

customers since its services customers 

outside the city limits. As with all 

proprietary funds, it is fully self-supported 

and receives no tax support.  It operates 

exclusively on the revenue generated from 

rates paid by customers.  The fees charged 

need to support the cost of operations and 

maintenance of the utility as well as capital 

improvements that must be undertaken to 

ensure the stability and reliability of the 

system.  

 

The City of Rock Falls electric utility 

distributes power to 5300 customers with the 

majority being residential at 4,753, 

commercial 473, industrial 24 and municipal 

at 52.  The municipal accounts include the 

City, schools and other government entities.  

 

The City of Rock Falls is a member of the 

Illinois Municipal Electric Association 

(IMEA) which is a not-for-profit unit of 

local government created in 1984 that is 

currently comprised of 32 municipal electric 

systems from all across Illinois. Each of 

those communities owns and operates its 

own electric distribution system. Some 

operate local power generation plants.  Peak 

generation is power generation plants that 

generally run only when there is a high 

demand, known as peak demand, for 

electricity. Out of the 32 cities that are 

members of the IMEA, the Cities of Rock 

Falls and Winnetka both generate peak 

power in the Regional Transmission 

Organization (RTO) known as PJM.  During 

a heat wave or polar vortex the City of Rock 

Falls is obligated to start our diesel 

Caterpillar generators to produce electricity.   

 

 
 

The projected Electric Operations and 

Maintenance revenues are $12,410,030 with 

expenses totally $10,387,474.  Various 

capital projects are scheduled for FY 23 

which total $1,050,000. 

 

 
 

FY 23 represents the second year there have 

been no increased rates passed onto our 

customers and a rate study will be conducted 

that will give us our electric rates for the 

next 5 years beginning May 1, 2023.  

 

 
 

 $11,500,000.00

 $12,000,000.00

 $12,500,000.00

 $13,000,000.00

FY 19 FY 20 FY21 FY 22 FY 23

5 -Year Electric Revenue 

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION Budget

System Upgrade 760,000.00$           

Substations Upgrades 40,000.00$             

Generators 60,000.00$             

Plant & Property 35,000.00$             

Plant & Property - Hydro 2,000.00$               

Fiber Upgrades -$                         

Engineering 65,000.00$             

Equipment 20,000.00$             

Scada 68,000.00$             

Total Capital 1,050,000.00$       

FY 23 Budget

12,435,242.00$    

-$                         

12,435,242.00$    

10,909,174.00$    

1,050,000.00$       

11,959,174.00$    

476,068.00$          

Revenues

Transfer from Reserves

Total Income

Expenses

Capital Projects

Total Expenses

Transfer to Reserves
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The Electric Department’s current debt 

stands at $6.6 million in General Obligation 

Bonds issues in 2018 for the rebuild of the 

Avenue A electrical substation.  

Wastewater Fund 
 

As a proprietary fund, the Wastewater Fund 

is fully self-supported and receives no tax 

support.  It operates exclusively on the 

revenue generated from rates paid by 

customers.  The fees charged need to 

support the cost of operations and 

maintenance of the plant, lift stations and 

collection system as well as capital 

improvements that must be undertaken to 

ensure the stability and reliability of the 

wastewater system.  

 

The FY 23 Wastewater Department budget 

reflects no usage-based rate increase for 

basic residential wastewater customers.  

However, there is a flat monthly increase of 

$2.34 for capital improvements.  The 

Wastewater Department operations & 

maintenance budget has no significant 

changes to revenues or expenditures from 

previous years.  The projected Wastewater 

Operations and Maintenance revenues are 

$1,899,370 with expenses totally 

$1,852,316.  The chart below represents the 

5-year revenue trend for wastewater.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital expenditures are included in the FY 

23 budget for the Wastewater Department. 

 

 
 

………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wastewater’s current debt stands at 

$12,752,135, most of which is for the 

construction of the wastewater treatment 

facility which was completed in 2011.  

 

 

 

 

 

Account Description Budget

Storm Sewers Repairs/Extensions 20,000.00$ 

Sanitary Sewer Repairs/ Extensions 20,000.00$ 

Plant & Property 405,500.00$ 

New Equipment 35,000.00$ 

Capital improvement Total 480,500.00$ 

 $1,500,000.00

 $1,600,000.00

 $1,700,000.00

 $1,800,000.00

 $1,900,000.00

 $2,000,000.00

FY 19 FY 20 FY 21 FY 22 FY 23

5-Year Revenue

FY 23 Budget

1,899,370.00$       

 $                           -   

 $      1,899,370.00 

1,852,316.00$       

47,054.00$            

1,899,370.00$       

292,392.00$          

 $                           -   

292,392.00$          

480,500.00$          

(188,108.00)$         

292,392.00$          

1,285,200.00$       

 $                           -   

 $      1,285,200.00 

1,174,340.00$       

 $          110,860.00 

 $      1,285,200.00 

O&M revenues

Transfer from Reserves

Total O&M Income

Capital Exp.

Transfer to Reserves

Total Capital Imp. Exp.

O& M Expenses

 to Reserves

Total O&M Expenses

Capital Improvement Income

Transfer from Reserves

Total Capital Income

Plant Rep Exp

Transfer to Reserves

Plant Expense

Plant Rep Income

Transfer from Reserves

Total Income
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Water Fund 
 

As a proprietary fund, the Water Fund is 

fully self-supported and receives no tax 

support.  It operates exclusively on the 

revenue generated from rates paid by 

customers.  The fees charged need to 

support the cost of operations and 

maintenance of the plant and distribution 

system as well as capital improvements that 

must be undertaken to ensure the stability 

and reliability of the water system.  

 

The FY 23 Water Department budget 

reflects a rate increase of 1.2%.  The Water 

Department operations & maintenance 

budget has no significant variances from 

previous years. Expected revenues increased 

only slightly from FY 22 by $50,000 while 

expenditures are expected to increase by 

$120,000.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water’s current debt stands at $2,049,722.  

This figure does not include the IEPA loan 

for the “Hudson Drive Project” which is 

$920,898.  After completion, the City is 

expecting the IEPA to forgive $400,000. 

bringing our cost down to $520,898. No 

other major capital projects are scheduled 

for FY 23. 

 

 

 

 
 

Garbage Fund 
 

As a proprietary fund, the Garbage Fund is 

fully self-supported and receives no tax 

support.  It operates exclusively on the 

revenue generated from rates paid by 

customers.  The fees charged need to 

support the cost of operations for curbside 

garbage and recycling as well as the 

operations of the Electronics Recycling 

Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FY 23 Budget

1,396,235.00$       

 $      1,396,235.00 

1,330,439.00$       

65,796.00$            

1,396,235.00$       

191,618.00$          

-$                         

191,618.00$          

179,078.00$          

12,540.00$            

191,618.00$          

266,280.00$          

266,280.00$          

129,265.00$          

137,015.00$          

Total Capital Expenses

Debt Service Income

To/(from) Reserves

Total Debt Service Inc.

Debt Service Expenses

Transfer to Reserves

Total O&M Expenses

Capital Imp. Income

Transfer from reserve

Total Capital Income

Total Cap Expense

Transfer to reserve

O&M revenues

Transfer from Reserves

Total O&M Income

O& M Expenses

Transfer to Reserves

FY 23 Budget

727,500.00$          

 $                           -   

 $          727,500.00 

Expenses 716,641.00$          

 $            10,859.00 

727,500.00$          

Revenues

 Transfer from Reserves 

 Total Income 

 Transfer to Reserve 

Total Expense
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Tourism Fund 
 

As a proprietary fund, the Tourism Fund is 

fully self-supported through the receipt of 

hotel taxes paid by visitors who stay in our 

local hotels.  Revenues are also collected 

from businesses who wish to be sponsors for 

Tourism hosted events such as Art in the 

Park, Jammin on the Rock and the 

Lumberjack Show.  

 

 
 

The FY 23 budget shows no substantial 

changes over past years and with COVID-19 

at the endemic stage, revenues should be 

back to a normal level.  

General Fund Expenditures 
 

The FY 23 General Fund expenditures total 

$11,380,839.  The largest portions of 

spending are in the Street, Police & Fire 

Departments, respectively. The Street 

Department’s planned expenses include 

$2.7M in non-recurring expenditures which 

include $1,200,000 for the rebuild of 3rd 

Avenue and $1,589,000 for the rebuild of 

Dixon Avenue, both of which should be 

completed in FY 23. Historically, the Street 

and Police budgets are the largest of the 

General Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 5-Year General Fund expenditures 

represented by the chart demonstrate the 

anticipated spending in FY 23 and FY 22 for 

various road projects.  Those road projects 

budgeted in FY 22 did not occur so the 

actual expenditures should be approximately 

$2M less than anticipated and are now 

represented in the FY 23 budget.  

 

With the implementation of the American 

Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), expenditures will 

be made throughout the year using those 

funds but are not represented in these 

expenditures.  An amended Appropriation 

Ordinance will be filed prior to the end of 

FY 23 which will include all ARPA 

expenditures and any other unbudgeted 

expenses that may arise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FY 23 Budget

274,921.00$          

-$                         

274,921.00$          

259,651.00$         

15,270.00$            

274,921.00$          

Revenues

Reserves

Total Income

Expenses

Trans to (from) Reser

Total Expenses

FY 23 Budget

Administration 489,395.00$          

Building Dept. 293,102.00$          

146,883.00$          

207,526.48$          

Code Hearing Dept. 24,400.00$            

1,728,411.00$       

Planning & Zoning 4,175.00$               

Police Dept. 3,196,958.00$       

18,069.00$            

Public Property 113,350.00$          

Street Dept. 4,980,452.50$       

11,202,721.98$    

IMRF/Social Sec. 178,117.17$          

11,380,839.15$    

Police/Fire Commission

Sub-Total Expenses

Expense Total

Department Expenses

City Administrator

Business Office

Fire Dept.
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Police & Fire Pension Funding 
 

Illinois State Statute dictates that any city, village, or town with a population between 5,000 and 

500,000, that employs at least one full-time police officer or firefighter, must have a pension 

fund.  The City of Rock Falls funds our Police and Fire Pensions though our tax levy and until 

the funding formula change that came in the last decade the pensions were manageable and 

funded at respectable levels.  Since the formula change occurred, the Police and Fire pensions 

have become an overwhelming burden on the General Fund.  

 

The chart below demonstrates the 181% increase in Police pensions over the past 10 years and 

the 506% increase in Fire pensions.  This is clearly unsustainable not only for Rock Falls but for 

most of the municipalities in Illinois. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a result, in 2019 the State of Illinois passed legislation that provides for the mandatory 

consolidation of the investment assets of Illinois’ downstate and suburban police officers’ and 

firefighters’ pension funds into two new investment funds. The law creates one investment fund 

for police officers, the Police Officers’ Pension Investment Fund, which will control an 

estimated $8.7 billion in combined assets. It also creates one investment fund for firefighters, the 

Firefighters’ Pension Investment Fund, which will control an estimated $6.3 billion in combined 

assets.  Time will tell if the consolidation of the pensions will work for a sustainable and stable 

pension fund.  

 

The Police pension funding of $654,876 is included as both a revenue and expenditure however, 

the Fire pension.  The Fire pension funds are received by the Whiteside County Collector when 

property owners pay their taxes and are sent directly to the investment agent by the County.  

Neither the Fire pension revenues or expenditures are represented in the FY 23 budget.  
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Other Funds 
 

Demolition Fund 
 

Demolition Fund is a stand-alone fund that 

receives its revenue from grants such as the 

Abandoned Property & Strong Communities 

Grant through IHDA.  It also receives funds 

from the sale of abandoned properties 

acquired by the City through tax sale.  These 

funds are used to mow and secure 

abandoned properties and demolish 

condemned residential properties across the 

City.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Industrial Development Commission 
 

The Industrial Development Commission is 

an independent commission of the City who 

owns the industrial, commercial & 

residential property on behalf of the City. 

Until 2021, an Industrial Development 

Commission could not hold title to 

residential property.  The City of Rock Falls 

worked with State Representative Tony 

McCombie and had the statute changed to 

read, use or disposal of surplus real estate 

owned by the municipality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downtown TIF (Tax Increment Finance) 
 

Illinois and 48 other states use a TIF as an 

economic development tool.  With this 

development tool, financially strapped local 

governments can make the improvements, 

offer development incentives to attract new 

businesses or help existing businesses 

expand.  The TIF provides that assistance 

with tapping into the General Fund or 

raising property taxes. A map of our TIF is 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FY 23 Budget

105,500.00$          

105,500.00$          

127,500.00$         

(22,000.00)$           

105,500.00$          

Revenues

Reserves

Total Income

Expenses

Trans to (from) Reser

Total Expenses

FY 23 Budget

850.00$                  

 $                  850.00 

Expenditures 6,700.00$               

 $             (5,850.00)

 Total Income 

 Trans to/(from) Reserve 

Revenues

 Transfer from Reserves 

FY 23 Budget

164,500.00$          

 $                           -   

 $          164,500.00 

RevenuesTransfer in from 

Reserves

Total Income

146,200.00$          

 $            18,300.00 

-$                         

Transfer to Reserves

Unexpended Funds

Total Expenses
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Total of All Funds 
 

The total revenues and expenditures for all proprietary and governmental funds result in a 

$549.85 surplus  

 

 

 
 

 

City Administration 
 

Mayor…………………………………………………Rodney Kleckler 

City Administrator…………………………………….Robbin Blackert 

City Attorney………………………………………….Matt Cole, 

   Ward, Murray, Pace & Johnson, P.C. 

Chairman of Finance Committee……………………..Gabriela McKanna, Ward 1 Alderperson 

Alderpersons…………………………………………..William Wangelin, Ward 1 Alderperson 

                                                                                        Brian Snow, Ward 2 Alderperson 

                                                                                        Casey Babel, Ward 2 Alderperson 

                                                                                        Steve Dowd, Ward 3 Alderperson 

                                                                                        Jessica Devers, Ward 3 Alderperson 

                                                                                        Marshall Doane, Ward 4 Alderperson 

                                                                                        Violet Sobottka, Ward 4 Alderperson 

 

 

FY 23 Budget

31,278,536.00$    

31,277,986.15$    

549.85$                  

Total Revenues

Total Expenditures

Surplus/(Deficit) Budget






