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Rock Falls City Council Agenda 
Council Chambers 

603 W 10th Street, Rock Falls, IL 61071 
 

November 4, 2025 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 
Audience Requests 
 
Community Affairs - Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce, Sam Kersey President/CEO 
 
Consent Agenda: 

1. Approval of minutes from the October 21, 2025 City Council Meeting   
2. Approval of bills as presented   

 
Ordinance for 1st Reading: 

1. Ordinance 2025-2714 – Amending Certain Provisions of the Rock Falls Municipal Code 
Relating to Appointed Positions   

2. Ordinance 2025-2715 – Fiscal Year 2026 Tax Levy Ordinance   
3. Ordinance 2025-2716 – Ordinance Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2025 

to Pay Debt Service on $5,300,000 General Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), 
Series 2017   

4. Ordinance 2025-2717 – Ordinance Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2025 
to Pay Debt Service on $2,115,000 General Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), 
Series 2016   

5. Ordinance 2025-2718 – Ordinance Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2025 
to Pay Debt Service on $9,200,000 General Obligation Bonds (Electric System Alternate 
Revenue Source), Series 2018A   

6. Ordinance 2025-2719 – Ordinance Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2025 
to Pay Debt Service on $1,200,000 General Obligation Bonds (Waterworks System 
Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2018B   

7. Ordinance 2025-2720 – Ordinance Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2025 
to Pay Debt Service on $1,200,000 General Obligation Bonds (Sewerage System Alternate 
Revenue Source), Series 2018C   

 
 



Ordinance for 2nd Reading and Adoption: 
1. Ordinance 2025-2713 – Approving Acquisition of Easement from River Bridge, LLC   

 
City Administrator Robbin Blackert: 

1. Approve Agreement Number 3090 with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
for a storm sewer pipe and outlet structure an E 7th Street and Avenue E for ten years in 
the amount of $2,530.00   

2. Approve Agreement Number 3092 with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
for operation and maintenance of a water main and operation and maintenance of a 
sidewalk on Dixon Avenue for ten years in the amount of $2,640.00   

 
Information/Correspondence 
Matt Cole, City Attorney 
Corey Buck, City Engineer 
 
Alderperson Reports/Committee Chairman Requests 
 
Ward 1 
Alderperson Bill Wangelin – Public Works/Public Property Committee Chairman/Tourism 
Committee 
Alderperson Gabriella McKanna – Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee Chairman/Utilities 
Committee 

1. Recommendation from the Finance Insurance Investment Committee to approve the 
Utility Office Write-Offs for July 2025 through September 2025   

2. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to waive bidding of materials and labor 
project for 1 set of fabricated replacement screw guards to be installed on influent screw 
lift 

3. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to accept the quote from Sabel Mechanical 
LLC, W 3150 Co Rd H, Fond du Lac, WI 54937 for the materials and labor for 1 set of 
fabricated replacement screw guards to be installed on the influent screw lift in the 
amount of $25,591.19   

 
Ward 2 
Alderperson Vickey Byrd – Tourism Committee 
Alderperson Marshall Doane  
 
Ward 3 
Alderperson Steve Dowd – Police Fire Committee Chairman 
Alderperson Nathan Stahr 
 
Ward 4 
Alderperson Violet Sobottka – Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee Chairman 

1. Recommendation from the Ordinance License Personnel Safety Committee to approve 
the City Administrator Job Description   

2. Recommendation from the Ordinance License Personnel Safety Committee to approve 
the Assistant City Administrator Job Description    

Alderperson Cathy Arduini 
 

Mayor’s Report: 
 
Executive Session: 

1. Enter into Executive Session for the purposes of: 
a. Litigation – Section 2(c)(11) – Pending, probable or imminent litigation 

 



Any Action taken from Executive Session 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next City Council Meeting – November 18, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Posted: October 31, 2025 
Michelle Conklin, Deputy City Clerk 
 
The City of Rock Falls is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with Disabilities who plan to 
attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in the meeting, or who have 
questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Mark Searing, ADA Coordinator, at 1-815-622-1108 
promptly to allow the City of Rock Falls to make reasonable accommodations within 48 hours of the scheduled meeting. 













































































































Agreement Number: 3090   
Site Name: Hennepin Canal 

          Location Code: 50-2761-1 
 
 
 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
LICENSE AGREEMENT 

 

 THIS AGREEMENT is entered into the      day of    , 20  , by 

and between the STATE OF ILLINOIS, DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, 

hereinafter referred to as “IDNR,” and CITY OF ROCK FALLS, hereinafter referred to as 

“LICENSEE”; 

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, IDNR has title and jurisdiction over the real estate hereinafter described; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the premises is not otherwise needed immediately or in the near or 

foreseeable future by IDNR or development by IDNR; and 

 WHEREAS, IDNR is authorized and empowered to enter into this Agreement pursuant 

to the Department of Natural Resources Law, 20 ILCS 805/805-260; and 

WHEREAS, LICENSEE is authorized and empowered to enter into this Agreement 

and to perform the covenants herein undertaken by virtue of the signature authorization 

attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

  

 NOW THEREFORE: For and in consideration of the mutual covenant and 

undertakings contained herein, the sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, IDNR and 

LICENSEE agree to the following: 

1.  PREMISES DEFINED: Subject to all terms and condition of this Agreement, 

IDNR grants to LICENSEE a license to do the particular acts stated in paragraph 5 below on 

the property owned by the State of Illinois known as Hennepin Canal, shown on the attached 

Exhibit B (hereinafter “Premises”), and legally described as follows: 
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A tract of land designated as a part of tract No. 329-1, situated in the county of  Whiteside, 
State of Illinois, being part of the right of way land of the Illinois and  Mississippi Feeder 
Canal, located in south-east quarter  (SE1/4) of Section 27, Township  21 North, Range 7 
East of the fourth principal meridian, and more particularly described  as follows:  

 Beginning at a point of the west line of the SE1/4, said line also being the west line of the 
 Illinois and Mississippi Feeder canal property, 1165 feet south of the NW corner of the   
 said SE1/4, thence easterly parallel with the north line of said 1/4 section line 140 feet,   
 thence southerly parallel with the said west 1/4 section line 40 feet, thence westerly   
 parallel with the said north 1/4 section line 140 feet to the said west 1/4 section line,   
 thence northerly along said1/4 section line 40 feet to the point of beginning. The tract   
 described contains 0.12 acre, more or less. 

 

 It is understood and agreed that IDNR makes no representations with respect to the 

condition of the title or boundaries of the Premises and shall not be held liable for any damages 

or liabilities resulting from any actions or adverse claims concerning the same.  It is further 

agreed that licensed activities authorized herein shall not be carried on outside the boundaries 

of the Premises without the prior written consent of IDNR.   

2.  TERM: The term of this Agreement shall be for a period of ten years, beginning on the 

1st day of February, 2026, (“Effective Date”) and ending on the 31st day of January, 2036, 

(“Expiration date”) unless otherwise renewed, terminated or amended as provided for herein.   

3. FEE: LICENSEE, for the use of the Premises for a particular purpose, does hereby 

agree to pay a license fee of Two Hundred Fifty-Three Dollars ($253.00) per year, payable five 

(5) days in advance of the Anniversary Date of this Agreement.  All payments shall be made 

by check payable to “Illinois Department of Natural Resources” and remitted to “Department 

of Natural Resources, Division of Concession and Lease Management, One Natural Resources 

Way, Springfield, Illinois 62702-1271”.  Any late payments made after December 1 of any 

year shall be subject to an additional fee of fifteen percent (15%) of the current yearly fee.  A 

default in the payment of any fee due is a material breach of this Agreement, and may result in 

termination pursuant to Section 16(B) herein. 

4 NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE: DNR hereby grants to LICENSEE a non-exclusive 

license, subject to all rights, interests and estates of third parties in and near the license 

Premises, including, without limitation, any leases, licenses, easements, liens, ownership 

interests or encumbrances in existence as of the date of this grant, and upon the terms and 

conditions set forth in this Agreement, to enter upon the license Premises for the applicable 

license purpose 
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5. PURPOSE:  IDNR gives permission to LICENSEE to enter on the Premises to 

operation and maintenance of a storm sewer pipe and outlet structure only, and such use is 

subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement.   Any uses of the Premises not 

specified in this Agreement shall be subject to the prior written approval of IDNR.  An 

unauthorized or impermissible use of the Premises under this Section is a material breach of 

this Agreement, and may result in termination pursuant to Section 16(B) herein.       

6.  RESTRICTIONS ON USE:  LICENSEE shall not remove any coal or any other 

material or oil lying on or under the Premises. 

 It is agreed that the Premises shall not be used for the storage, disposition, disposal, 

processing or burning of refuse, waste or debris, or for any unsanitary or unhealthful purposes 

by LICENSEE. LICENSEE shall conduct its operation on the Premises in compliance with all 

applicable Environmental Laws (as hereinafter defined) and further covenants that LICENSEE 

shall  not transport, store, keep or cause or allow the discharge, spill or release (or allow a 

threatened release) in each case of any Hazardous Materials (as hereinafter defined) in, on, 

under or from the Premises.  Without limiting any other indemnification obligations of 

LICENSEE contained herein, LICENSEE agrees to protect, indemnify, defend and hold 

harmless the IDNR from and against any and all losses and claims (including without 

limitation, (i) reasonable attorneys’ fees, (ii) liability to third parties for toxic torts and/or 

personal injury claims, (iii) fines, penalties and/or assessments levied or raised by any 

governmental authority or court, and (iv) assessment, remediation and mitigation costs and 

expenses and natural resource damage claims) arising out of, resulting from or connected with 

any Hazardous Materials used, brought upon transported, stored, kept, discharged, spilled or 

released by LICENSEE in, on, under or from the Premises.  For purposes of this License, the 

term “Hazardous Materials”, shall mean all toxic or hazardous substances, materials or waste, 

petroleum or petroleum products, petroleum additives or constituents or any other waste, 

contaminant or pollutant regulated under for which liability may be imposed by any 

Environmental Law, “Environmental Laws” shall mean all federal, provincial, state and local 

environmental laws (including common law) regulating or imposing standards of care with 

respect to the handling, storage, use, emitting, discharge, disposal or other release of Hazardous 

Materials, including, but not limited to, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act  of 1976, 

42 U.S.C. §§ 6901 et seq., the Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. §§7401, et seq., the Federal Water 
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Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. §§ 1251, et seq., the Emergency  Planning and Community 

Right to Know Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 1101, et seq., the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601 et seq., the Toxic Substances 

Control Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 2601, et seq., the Oil Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. §§ 2701, et 

seq., any successor statutes to the foregoing, or any other comparable local, state or federal 

statute or ordinance pertaining to protection of human health, the environment or natural 

resources, including without limitation the preservation of wetlands, and all regulations 

pertaining thereto, as well as applicable judicial or administrative decrees, orders or decisions, 

authorizations or permits.   

7. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS: It is agreed that LICENSEE, in the authorized use of 

the Premises, shall observe and comply with all applicable local, state or Federal rules, 

regulations and laws, and indemnify IDNR for any costs, expenses and damage caused by the 

violation of any such rules, regulations or laws.  Nothing herein shall be construed to place 

responsibility for compliance with applicable law on IDNR.  Licensee shall bear all costs and 

fees and responsibility to comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations 

that may govern the proposed or authorized use of the Premises.   

8. PROHIBITION ON ENCUMBRANCE: LICENSEE shall not allow or permit or give 

authority or power to place, incur or permit any lien, encumbrance or mortgage upon the 

Premises.  LICENSEE shall not record a copy of this or any subsequent Agreement with the 

IDNR involving the Premises.  If any license, lien, encumbrance or mortgage is placed on the 

Premises as a result of LICENSEE’s activity, LICENSEE shall immediately take all actions 

and pay all costs or fees to have the lien, encumbrance or mortgage removed and released. 

9. MODIFYING THE PREMISES: LICENSEE shall not modify or alter the Premises or 

any improvement located on the Premises without prior written approval of IDNR.  If 

LICENSEE wishes to make alterations or modifications to the Premises, LICENSEE shall 

contact the IDNR Office of Realty and Capital Planning to ensure compliance with applicable 

statutes and regulations including, but not limited to, consultation requirements of the Illinois 

Endangered Species Protection Act, 520 ILCS 10/11 and the Illinois Natural Areas 

Preservation Act, 525 ILCS 30/17, the consultation, mitigation and compensation provisions 

of the Interagency Wetland Policy Act of 1989, 20 ILCS 830/1-1 et seq., and the Illinois State 

Historic Resources Preservation Act, 20 ILCS 3420/1 et seq.   
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10.  RESERVED RIGHTS: IDNR reserves the right of ingress, egress and usage of the 

Premises, and the right to grant any third party a lease, license or right-of-way on the Premises. 

IDNR reserves the right to require LICENSEE to remove, relocate or modify any structure, 

equipment, activity or facility upon, under or across the Premises, at LICENSEE's expense, if 

IDNR determines that such actions are appropriate and necessary to preserve the integrity, 

character, function or use of the Premises by IDNR.   

11.  MAINTENANCE, ALTERATIONS AND OPERATION 

A.  IDNR makes no representations, warranties or assurances with respect to the 

condition of the Premises or any improvements situated thereon.  It is agreed that 

LICENSEE has inspected the Premises prior to the execution of this Agreement and 

accepts the same in its present condition.  

B. This Agreement is considered “a net agreement.”  All operating costs will be 

paid by LICENSEE.  LICENSEE shall be responsible for the prompt payment of all 

utility bills, including, but not limited to trash removal, electricity, gas, water and 

sewer, telephone, cable television, and internet service furnished or supplied to all or 

any part of the Premises.  

C. LICENSEE acknowledges that it has inspected the Premises for transmission 

of utilities and all other lines running within the Premises, including but not limited to 

oil, gas, electricity, water or sewer, and is accepting liability for LICENSEE’S harm to 

such transmissions running within, across or above the Premises.  IDNR makes no 

representation or warranty as to the condition of prior or existing use of said 

transmissions.  During any trench or other installation or relocation of any underground 

utility line, LICENSEE shall install marking tape at least twelve (12) inches above and 

directly over the utility and not more than twenty-four (24) inches below normal grade.  

Said tape shall be identified by permanent lettering and color coding as follows: Red - 

electric power; Yellow - gas, oil, hazardous materials; Orange - telecommunications, 

signals; Blue - water; and Green – sewer.  Such markers, except as otherwise agreed or 

specified herein, shall meet applicable standards of the American Public Works 

Association. 

D. LICENSEE shall keep Premises in a safe, sanitary and sightly condition, and in 

good repair.  LICENSEE shall maintain the Premises and repair and pay for any 
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damages caused by the LICENSEE or their customers, invitees, agents or guests. If 

LICENSEE fails to perform any maintenance function required by IDNR within ten 

days after notice to do so, IDNR shall have the right to enter upon the Premises and 

perform the maintenance necessary to restore the Premises and LICENSEE shall 

reimburse IDNR for the cost thereof. 

E. Requests for LICENSEE improvements within or for the benefit of the space(s) 

allocated to LICENSEE shall be submitted to IDNR for approval in a timely manner.  

Payment of LICENSEE improvements shall solely be paid for by the LICENSEE and 

subject to the reasonable direction and approval of IDNR.   

F. Except when any maintenance or repairs are necessitated by LICENSEE 

activities, IDNR shall provide necessary maintenance and repairs to HVAC, plumbing, 

foundation, roofing, or other structural elements.  

G. Any maintenance activities of LICENSEE, including all excavation or 

vegetation management activities, shall be preceded by written notice to IDNR 

pursuant to Section 23 herein, and shall be done in a manner which complies with any 

special concerns of IDNR.  Such concerns may include, but are not limited to, requiring 

the scheduling of such activities to be compatible with anticipated activities of IDNR 

or its invitees or licensees, and restricting the seasons, types, extent and methods of 

vegetation control employed by LICENSEE.  

12.  PUBLIC SAFETY: IDNR may determine that a particular use of the Premises by 

LICENSEE is, or will be, hazardous to the public or the property, or is incompatible with IDNR 

purposes or State ownership of the Premises.  LICENSEE, at its own expense, may be required 

to install safety devices, make modifications, or cease LICENSEE’s operation to render the 

Premises safe for, and compatible with, public use.      

13. TAXES: If applicable, upon notice to LICENSEE of the amount(s) due, LICENSEE 

shall timely pay and discharge LICENSEE's proportionate share of any real estate taxes, 

assessments, and other governmental charges which may be levied or assessed upon the 

Premises or any part thereof, and any taxes and licenses growing out of or in connection with 

LICENSEE's operation of its facilities upon the Premises during the term of this Agreement 

with respect to any tax year, or any portion thereof.  LICENSEE shall, at any time upon request 
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of IDNR, provide to IDNR for examination receipts of payments of all such taxes, assessments 

and charges.   

14. INSURANCE:  LICENSEE shall, at all times during the term and any renewals, 

maintain and provide a Certificate of Insurance naming the State of Illinois as additional 

insured for all required bonds and insurance.  Certificates may not be modified or canceled 

until at least 30 day notice has been provided to the State.  LICENSEE shall provide: (a) 

General Commercial Liability-occurrence form in amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence 

(Combined Single Limit Bodily Injury and Property Damage) and $2,000,000 Annual 

Aggregate; (b) Auto Liability, including Hired Auto and Non-owned Auto, (Combined Single 

Limit Bodily Injury and Property Damage) in amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence; and (c) 

Worker’s Compensation Insurance in amount required by law.  Insurance shall not limit 

LICENSEE’s obligation to indemnify, defend, or settle any claims. 

15. INDEMNIFICATION: LICENSEE agrees to assume all risk of loss and to indemnify 

and hold IDNR, its officers, agents, employees harmless from and against any and all 

liabilities, demands, expenses, losses, claims, damages, liabilities, settlements and judgments, 

including costs, attorneys’ fees, and expenses incident thereto, for injuries to persons and for 

loss of, damage to or destruction of property due to LICENSEE’s use and occupation of the 

Premises and for the negligent or intentional acts and omissions of LICENSEE, its officers, 

agents, guests and invitees. 

16. TERMINATION: This Agreement may be terminated at any time pursuant to this 

Section.   

(A) IDNR shall have the right to terminate this Agreement at any time if it 

 determines that the Premises is required to be used for public purposes 

 incompatible with this Agreement.  In such an event, IDNR shall give LICENSEE 

 ninety (90) days’ written notice of its intent to terminate, and LICENSEE shall 

 cease its use of the Premises and remove LICENSEE's personal property therefrom, 

 prior to the expiration of said notification period.  If this Agreement is terminated 

 pursuant to this subsection, LICENSEE shall not be liable for any further payments, 

 other than remaining taxes or fees, beyond the date of vacating the Premises.     

(B) IDNR shall have the right to terminate this Agreement for noncompliance by 

 LICENSEE of any of the terms and conditions contained herein, or in the event of 
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 LICENSEE’s bankruptcy, tax lien, or receivership.  In such an event, IDNR shall 

 give LICENSEE written notification of such noncompliance and LICENSEE shall 

 have thirty (30) days to cure or remedy the same.  If LICENSEE fails to cure or 

 remedy its noncompliance within said period of time, IDNR shall have the right to 

 terminate this Agreement, and LICENSEE shall cease its use of the Premises as 

 though the Agreement had expired at the end of its term, and restore the Premises  in 

 accordance with the terms of this Agreement.  Should this Agreement be terminated 

 pursuant to this subsection, LICENSEE shall remain liable for all remaining 

 payments required by this Agreement. 

(C) Both IDNR and LICENSEE shall have the right to terminate this Agreement 

 prior to the expiration date by giving sixty (60) days’ advance written notice in 

 accordance with Section 23 herein.   

17 RESTORATION OF PREMISES: Upon the termination or expiration of this 

Agreement, LICENSEE shall make such repairs and restorations as IDNR deems necessary.  

LICENSEE shall surrender the Premises to IDNR and restore any disturbances of the Premises 

caused by LICENSEE to the same or similar condition as prior to this Agreement, to the 

reasonable satisfaction of IDNR.  If LICENSEE fails to restore the Premises, IDNR may 

restore the Premises, and require LICENSEE to pay the cost of such restoration.   

18 RENEWAL AND RATE ADJUSTMENT:  This Agreement may be renewed at the 

end of its term with written consent and approval of all parties hereto.  LICENSEE shall 

provide IDNR with sixty (60) days’ advance written notice of its interest in extension of the 

License.  IDNR reserves the right to adjust rental rates on any renewal or extension to reflect 

current land values and/or conditions and circumstances.  No holding over by LICENSEE shall 

be permitted.  If the Premises is not properly vacated as provided herein, LICENSEE shall be 

considered a trespasser, and appropriate legal action may be taken.   

19. AMENDMENTS: This Agreement and its attached exhibits constitute the entire 

agreement between the parties, and no warranties, inducements, considerations, promises, or 

other inferences shall be implied or impressed upon this Agreement that are not otherwise set 

forth.  No change, modification or amendment shall be valid and binding unless set forth in 

writing and signed by all parties. 
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20. ASSIGNMENT; SUBLICENSING:  LICENSEE shall not assign this Agreement, or 

allow it to be assigned, in whole or in part, by operation of law or otherwise, or mortgage or 

pledge the same, or sublet the Premises, or any part thereof, without the prior written consent 

of IDNR, which may be withheld for any reason or for no reason, and in no event shall any 

such assignment or sublicense ever release LICENSEE from any obligation or liability 

hereunder. 

No assignee or sublicense holder of the Premises or any portion thereof may assign or 

sublicense the Premises or any portion thereof.  IDNR is not required to collect any license 

fees or other payments from any party other than LICENSEE; however, any collection by 

IDNR from any approved assignee or sublicense holder or any other party on behalf of 

LICENSEE’s account is not construed to constitute a novation or a release of LICENSEE from 

further performance of its obligations under this Agreement.  

21. SUPERSESSION:  This Agreement supersedes all previous agreements between the 

parties hereto regarding the Premises and the subject matter hereof, and any such previous 

agreements shall be of no further force or effect, relative to the rights or privileges granted by 

IDNR therein, as of the effective date.         

22. APPLICABILITY AND SEVERABILITY: IDNR and LICENSEE mutually 

acknowledge that various standard provisions of this Agreement may or may not be pertinent 

to the proposed purpose, and that each such provision shall be interpreted as it reasonably 

pertains to the Premises. Should any provision of this Agreement be found illegal, invalid or 

void by a court of competent jurisdiction, said provision shall be considered severable.  The 

remaining provisions shall not be impaired and the Agreement shall be interpreted to the extent 

possible to give effect to the parties' intent. 

23. NOTIFICATION:  All notices required or provided for by this Agreement shall be 

addressed as follows, unless otherwise provided for herein: 

IDNR:      LICENSEE: 
 Department of Natural Resources  City of Rock Falls  
 Div. of Concession & Lease Management Attn: Michelle Conklin 
 One Natural Resources Way   603 W 10th Street 
 Springfield, IL 62702-1271   Rock Falls, IL 61071 
 Telephone:  217/782-7940   Telephone: 815/622-1104 
 DNR.LandUseAgreements@illinois.gov mconklin@rockfalls61071.com 

Emergency Contact: Kyle Goetz   Emergency Contact: Rock Falls PD 
 Location: Sheffield, IL     Location: Rock Falls, IL 

mailto:mconklin@rockfalls61071.com
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 Telephone: 815/454-2328   Telephone: 815/622-1140  
 
24.  FISCAL FUNDING:  Financial obligations of IDNR shall cease immediately and 

without penalty or liability for damages if in any fiscal year the Illinois General Assembly, 

Federal funding source, or other funding source fails to appropriate or otherwise make 

available funds for the operation of the Premises.  In such event, the parties hereto may agree 

to suspend the operation and effectiveness of this Agreement until such time as said funds 

become available. 

25. WAIVER:  The waiver by IDNR of any term, covenant or condition herein contained 

shall not be deemed to be a waiver of any other term, covenant or condition nor shall either 

party’s consent to any breach of any term, covenant or condition be deemed to constitute or 

imply its consent to any subsequent breach of the same or other term, covenant or condition 

herein contained. 

26.   CERTIFICATIONS: LICENSEE’S certifications attached as Exhibit C are incorporated 

herein by reference thereto.  
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Agreement Number: 3090   
Site Name: Hennepin Canal 

          Location Code: 50-2761-1 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the foregoing Agreement is hereby executed this ______ day of 

_______________, 20___.  

LICENSEE:             STATE OF ILLINOIS: 
 
 
 
CITY OF ROCK FALLS              DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
  
 
 
BY: __________________________        APPROVED: DIRECTOR, IDNR 
            Title:               Director________________ 

Date: ______________           
By: Division Manager 
Division of Concession and Leases  

 
BY: ______________________________ 

Title:_________________________         

 

 

__________________________ 
            FEIN No.  
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Agreement Number: 3090   
Site Name: Hennepin Canal 

          Location Code: 50-2761-1 
 

                                
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 
 
 

SIGNATURE AUTHORIZATION 
 
As an official agent of  CITY OF ROCK FALLS  ,    
  (Lessee or Licensee -Company / Corporation / Municipality) 
 
I certify that                                                               is an authorized representative of 
said 
                     (Name of executive of official who will sign the agreement)            
 
organization and is legally empowered to act on its behalf in executing this agreement. 
 
 

   Signed:        
(Person affirming signature authority of above 
official; must not be the same individual)        

 
 

 Title:                                    
 

   Date:          
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Agreement Number: 3092   
Site Name: Hennepin Canal 

          Location Code: 50-2761-1 
 
 
 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
LICENSE AGREEMENT 

 

 THIS AGREEMENT is entered into the      day of    , 20  , by 

and between the STATE OF ILLINOIS, DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, 

hereinafter referred to as “IDNR,” and CITY OF ROCK FALLS, hereinafter referred to as 

“LICENSEE”; 

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, IDNR has title and jurisdiction over the real estate hereinafter described; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the premises is not otherwise needed immediately or in the near or 

foreseeable future by IDNR or development by IDNR; and 

 WHEREAS, IDNR is authorized and empowered to enter into this Agreement pursuant 

to the Department of Natural Resources Law, 20 ILCS 805/805-260; and 

WHEREAS, LICENSEE is authorized and empowered to enter into this Agreement 

and to perform the covenants herein undertaken by virtue of the signature authorization 

attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

  

 NOW THEREFORE: For and in consideration of the mutual covenant and 

undertakings contained herein, the sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, IDNR and 

LICENSEE agree to the following: 

1.  PREMISES DEFINED: Subject to all terms and condition of this Agreement, 

IDNR grants to LICENSEE a license to do the particular acts stated in paragraph 5 below on 

the property owned by the State of Illinois known as Hennepin Canal, shown on the attached 

Exhibit B (hereinafter “Premises”), and legally described as follows: 
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A tract of land designated as part of tract Nos. IM-328 and IM-329-1 located in the northeast quarter 
(NE1/4) and the southeast quarter (SE1/4) of section 27, township 21 north, range 7 east of the 4th 
principal meridian, Whiteside County, Illinois, 5 feet each side of the centerline of a 10-foot right-of-
way easement being described as follows: Commencing at a point on the westerly right-of-way line of 
the Illinois and Mississippi Canal (said westerly right-of-way line also being the west line of the east 
half (E1/2) of said Section 27) which is 24 feet southerly of the center of said section 27; thence north 
89 degrees 53 minutes east of distance of 285 feet; thence north 44 degrees 53 minutes east a distance 
of 33.94 feet to the north line of the said SE1/4 of section 27; thence north 89 degrees 53 minutes east 
of the said north line a distance of 41 feet to the easterly right-of-way line of the said Illinois and 
Mississippi Canal, being the point of termination, containing 0.08 acre, more or less.  

 

 It is understood and agreed that IDNR makes no representations with respect to the 

condition of the title or boundaries of the Premises and shall not be held liable for any damages 

or liabilities resulting from any actions or adverse claims concerning the same.  It is further 

agreed that licensed activities authorized herein shall not be carried on outside the boundaries 

of the Premises without the prior written consent of IDNR.   

2.  TERM: The term of this Agreement shall be for a period of ten years, beginning on the 

1st day of February 2026, (“Effective Date”) and ending on the 31st day of January 2036, 

(“Expiration date”) unless otherwise renewed, terminated or amended as provided for herein.   

3. FEE: LICENSEE, for the use of the Premises for a particular purpose, does hereby 

agree to pay a license fee of Two Hundred Sixty-Four Dollars ($264.00) per year, payable five 

(5) days in advance of the Anniversary Date of this Agreement.  All payments shall be made 

by check payable to “Illinois Department of Natural Resources” and remitted to “Department 

of Natural Resources, Division of Concession and Lease Management, One Natural Resources 

Way, Springfield, Illinois 62702-1271”.  Any late payments made after December 1 of any 

year shall be subject to an additional fee of fifteen percent (15%) of the current yearly fee.  A 

default in the payment of any fee due is a material breach of this Agreement, and may result in 

termination pursuant to Section 16(B) herein. 

4 NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE: DNR hereby grants to LICENSEE a non-exclusive 

license, subject to all rights, interests and estates of third parties in and near the license 

Premises, including, without limitation, any leases, licenses, easements, liens, ownership 

interests or encumbrances in existence as of the date of this grant, and upon the terms and 

conditions set forth in this Agreement, to enter upon the license Premises for the applicable 

license purpose 

5. PURPOSE:  IDNR gives permission to LICENSEE to enter on the Premises for 

operation and maintenance of a water main and operation and maintenance of a sidewalk to be 
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used for recreational purposes only, and such use is subject to the terms and conditions set 

forth in this Agreement.   Any uses of the Premises not specified in this Agreement shall be 

subject to the prior written approval of IDNR.  An unauthorized or impermissible use of the 

Premises under this Section is a material breach of this Agreement, and may result in 

termination pursuant to Section 16(B) herein.       

6.  RESTRICTIONS ON USE:  LICENSEE shall not remove any coal or any other 

material or oil lying on or under the Premises. 

 It is agreed that the Premises shall not be used for the storage, disposition, disposal, 

processing or burning of refuse, waste or debris, or for any unsanitary or unhealthful purposes 

by LICENSEE. LICENSEE shall conduct its operation on the Premises in compliance with all 

applicable Environmental Laws (as hereinafter defined) and further covenants that LICENSEE 

shall  not transport, store, keep or cause or allow the discharge, spill or release (or allow a 

threatened release) in each case of any Hazardous Materials (as hereinafter defined) in, on, 

under or from the Premises.  Without limiting any other indemnification obligations of 

LICENSEE contained herein, LICENSEE agrees to protect, indemnify, defend and hold 

harmless the IDNR from and against any and all losses and claims (including without 

limitation, (i) reasonable attorneys’ fees, (ii) liability to third parties for toxic torts and/or 

personal injury claims, (iii) fines, penalties and/or assessments levied or raised by any 

governmental authority or court, and (iv) assessment, remediation and mitigation costs and 

expenses and natural resource damage claims) arising out of, resulting from or connected with 

any Hazardous Materials used, brought upon transported, stored, kept, discharged, spilled or 

released by LICENSEE in, on, under or from the Premises.  For purposes of this License, the 

term “Hazardous Materials”, shall mean all toxic or hazardous substances, materials or waste, 

petroleum or petroleum products, petroleum additives or constituents or any other waste, 

contaminant or pollutant regulated under for which liability may be imposed by any 

Environmental Law, “Environmental Laws” shall mean all federal, provincial, state and local 

environmental laws (including common law) regulating or imposing standards of care with 

respect to the handling, storage, use, emitting, discharge, disposal or other release of Hazardous 

Materials, including, but not limited to, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act  of 1976, 

42 U.S.C. §§ 6901 et seq., the Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. §§7401, et seq., the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. §§ 1251, et seq., the Emergency  Planning and Community 
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Right to Know Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 1101, et seq., the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601 et seq., the Toxic Substances 

Control Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 2601, et seq., the Oil Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. §§ 2701, et 

seq., any successor statutes to the foregoing, or any other comparable local, state or federal 

statute or ordinance pertaining to protection of human health, the environment or natural 

resources, including without limitation the preservation of wetlands, and all regulations 

pertaining thereto, as well as applicable judicial or administrative decrees, orders or decisions, 

authorizations or permits.   

7. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS: It is agreed that LICENSEE, in the authorized use of 

the Premises, shall observe and comply with all applicable local, state or Federal rules, 

regulations and laws, and indemnify IDNR for any costs, expenses and damage caused by the 

violation of any such rules, regulations or laws.  Nothing herein shall be construed to place 

responsibility for compliance with applicable law on IDNR.  Licensee shall bear all costs and 

fees and responsibility to comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations 

that may govern the proposed or authorized use of the Premises.   

8. PROHIBITION ON ENCUMBRANCE: LICENSEE shall not allow or permit or give 

authority or power to place, incur or permit any lien, encumbrance or mortgage upon the 

Premises.  LICENSEE shall not record a copy of this or any subsequent Agreement with the 

IDNR involving the Premises.  If any license, lien, encumbrance or mortgage is placed on the 

Premises as a result of LICENSEE’s activity, LICENSEE shall immediately take all actions 

and pay all costs or fees to have the lien, encumbrance or mortgage removed and released. 

9. MODIFYING THE PREMISES: LICENSEE shall not modify or alter the Premises or 

any improvement located on the Premises without prior written approval of IDNR.  If 

LICENSEE wishes to make alterations or modifications to the Premises, LICENSEE shall 

contact the IDNR Office of Realty and Capital Planning to ensure compliance with applicable 

statutes and regulations including, but not limited to, consultation requirements of the Illinois 

Endangered Species Protection Act, 520 ILCS 10/11 and the Illinois Natural Areas 

Preservation Act, 525 ILCS 30/17, the consultation, mitigation and compensation provisions 

of the Interagency Wetland Policy Act of 1989, 20 ILCS 830/1-1 et seq., and the Illinois State 

Historic Resources Preservation Act, 20 ILCS 3420/1 et seq.   
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10.  RESERVED RIGHTS: IDNR reserves the right of ingress, egress and usage of the 

Premises, and the right to grant any third party a lease, license or right-of-way on the Premises. 

IDNR reserves the right to require LICENSEE to remove, relocate or modify any structure, 

equipment, activity or facility upon, under or across the Premises, at LICENSEE's expense, if 

IDNR determines that such actions are appropriate and necessary to preserve the integrity, 

character, function or use of the Premises by IDNR.   

11.  MAINTENANCE, ALTERATIONS AND OPERATION 

A.  IDNR makes no representations, warranties or assurances with respect to the 

condition of the Premises or any improvements situated thereon.  It is agreed that 

LICENSEE has inspected the Premises prior to the execution of this Agreement and 

accepts the same in its present condition.  

B. This Agreement is considered “a net agreement.”  All operating costs will be 

paid by LICENSEE.  LICENSEE shall be responsible for the prompt payment of all 

utility bills, including, but not limited to trash removal, electricity, gas, water and 

sewer, telephone, cable television, and internet service furnished or supplied to all or 

any part of the Premises.  

C. LICENSEE acknowledges that it has inspected the Premises for transmission 

of utilities and all other lines running within the Premises, including but not limited to 

oil, gas, electricity, water or sewer, and is accepting liability for LICENSEE’S harm to 

such transmissions running within, across or above the Premises.  IDNR makes no 

representation or warranty as to the condition of prior or existing use of said 

transmissions.  During any trench or other installation or relocation of any underground 

utility line, LICENSEE shall install marking tape at least twelve (12) inches above and 

directly over the utility and not more than twenty-four (24) inches below normal grade.  

Said tape shall be identified by permanent lettering and color coding as follows: Red - 

electric power; Yellow - gas, oil, hazardous materials; Orange - telecommunications, 

signals; Blue - water; and Green – sewer.  Such markers, except as otherwise agreed or 

specified herein, shall meet applicable standards of the American Public Works 

Association. 

D. LICENSEE shall keep Premises in a safe, sanitary and sightly condition, and in 

good repair.  LICENSEE shall maintain the Premises and repair and pay for any 
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damages caused by the LICENSEE or their customers, invitees, agents or guests. If 

LICENSEE fails to perform any maintenance function required by IDNR within ten 

days after notice to do so, IDNR shall have the right to enter upon the Premises and 

perform the maintenance necessary to restore the Premises and LICENSEE shall 

reimburse IDNR for the cost thereof. 

E. Requests for LICENSEE improvements within or for the benefit of the space(s) 

allocated to LICENSEE shall be submitted to IDNR for approval in a timely manner.  

Payment of LICENSEE improvements shall solely be paid for by the LICENSEE and 

subject to the reasonable direction and approval of IDNR.   

F. Except when any maintenance or repairs are necessitated by LICENSEE 

activities, IDNR shall provide necessary maintenance and repairs to HVAC, plumbing, 

foundation, roofing, or other structural elements.  

G. Any maintenance activities of LICENSEE, including all excavation or 

vegetation management activities, shall be preceded by written notice to IDNR 

pursuant to Section 23 herein, and shall be done in a manner which complies with any 

special concerns of IDNR.  Such concerns may include, but are not limited to, requiring 

the scheduling of such activities to be compatible with anticipated activities of IDNR 

or its invitees or licensees, and restricting the seasons, types, extent and methods of 

vegetation control employed by LICENSEE.  

12.  PUBLIC SAFETY: IDNR may determine that a particular use of the Premises by 

LICENSEE is, or will be, hazardous to the public or the property, or is incompatible with IDNR 

purposes or State ownership of the Premises.  LICENSEE, at its own expense, may be required 

to install safety devices, make modifications, or cease LICENSEE’s operation to render the 

Premises safe for, and compatible with, public use.      

13. TAXES: If applicable, upon notice to LICENSEE of the amount(s) due, LICENSEE 

shall timely pay and discharge LICENSEE's proportionate share of any real estate taxes, 

assessments, and other governmental charges which may be levied or assessed upon the 

Premises or any part thereof, and any taxes and licenses growing out of or in connection with 

LICENSEE's operation of its facilities upon the Premises during the term of this Agreement 

with respect to any tax year, or any portion thereof.  LICENSEE shall, at any time upon request 
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of IDNR, provide to IDNR for examination receipts of payments of all such taxes, assessments 

and charges.   

14. INSURANCE:  LICENSEE shall, at all times during the term and any renewals, 

maintain and provide a Certificate of Insurance naming the State of Illinois as additional 

insured for all required bonds and insurance.  Certificates may not be modified or canceled 

until at least 30 day notice has been provided to the State.  LICENSEE shall provide: (a) 

General Commercial Liability-occurrence form in amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence 

(Combined Single Limit Bodily Injury and Property Damage) and $2,000,000 Annual 

Aggregate; (b) Auto Liability, including Hired Auto and Non-owned Auto, (Combined Single 

Limit Bodily Injury and Property Damage) in amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence; and (c) 

Worker’s Compensation Insurance in amount required by law.  Insurance shall not limit 

LICENSEE’s obligation to indemnify, defend, or settle any claims. 

15. INDEMNIFICATION: LICENSEE agrees to assume all risk of loss and to indemnify 

and hold IDNR, its officers, agents, employees harmless from and against any and all 

liabilities, demands, expenses, losses, claims, damages, liabilities, settlements and judgments, 

including costs, attorneys’ fees, and expenses incident thereto, for injuries to persons and for 

loss of, damage to or destruction of property due to LICENSEE’s use and occupation of the 

Premises and for the negligent or intentional acts and omissions of LICENSEE, its officers, 

agents, guests and invitees. 

16. TERMINATION: This Agreement may be terminated at any time pursuant to this 

Section.   

(A) IDNR shall have the right to terminate this Agreement at any time if it 

 determines that the Premises is required to be used for public purposes 

 incompatible with this Agreement.  In such an event, IDNR shall give LICENSEE 

 ninety (90) days’ written notice of its intent to terminate, and LICENSEE shall 

 cease its use of the Premises and remove LICENSEE's personal property therefrom, 

 prior to the expiration of said notification period.  If this Agreement is terminated 

 pursuant to this subsection, LICENSEE shall not be liable for any further payments, 

 other than remaining taxes or fees, beyond the date of vacating the Premises.     

(B) IDNR shall have the right to terminate this Agreement for noncompliance by 

 LICENSEE of any of the terms and conditions contained herein, or in the event of 
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 LICENSEE’s bankruptcy, tax lien, or receivership.  In such an event, IDNR shall 

 give LICENSEE written notification of such noncompliance and LICENSEE shall 

 have thirty (30) days to cure or remedy the same.  If LICENSEE fails to cure or 

 remedy its noncompliance within said period of time, IDNR shall have the right to 

 terminate this Agreement, and LICENSEE shall cease its use of the Premises as 

 though the Agreement had expired at the end of its term, and restore the Premises  in 

 accordance with the terms of this Agreement.  Should this Agreement be terminated 

 pursuant to this subsection, LICENSEE shall remain liable for all remaining 

 payments required by this Agreement. 

(C) Both IDNR and LICENSEE shall have the right to terminate this Agreement 

 prior to the expiration date by giving sixty (60) days’ advance written notice in 

 accordance with Section 23 herein.   

17 RESTORATION OF PREMISES: Upon the termination or expiration of this 

Agreement, LICENSEE shall make such repairs and restorations as IDNR deems necessary.  

LICENSEE shall surrender the Premises to IDNR and restore any disturbances of the Premises 

caused by LICENSEE to the same or similar condition as prior to this Agreement, to the 

reasonable satisfaction of IDNR.  If LICENSEE fails to restore the Premises, IDNR may 

restore the Premises, and require LICENSEE to pay the cost of such restoration.   

18 RENEWAL AND RATE ADJUSTMENT:  This Agreement may be renewed at the 

end of its term with written consent and approval of all parties hereto.  LICENSEE shall 

provide IDNR with sixty (60) days’ advance written notice of its interest in extension of the 

License.  IDNR reserves the right to adjust rental rates on any renewal or extension to reflect 

current land values and/or conditions and circumstances.  No holding over by LICENSEE shall 

be permitted.  If the Premises is not properly vacated as provided herein, LICENSEE shall be 

considered a trespasser, and appropriate legal action may be taken.   

19. AMENDMENTS: This Agreement and its attached exhibits constitute the entire 

agreement between the parties, and no warranties, inducements, considerations, promises, or 

other inferences shall be implied or impressed upon this Agreement that are not otherwise set 

forth.  No change, modification or amendment shall be valid and binding unless set forth in 

writing and signed by all parties. 
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20. ASSIGNMENT; SUBLICENSING:  LICENSEE shall not assign this Agreement, or 

allow it to be assigned, in whole or in part, by operation of law or otherwise, or mortgage or 

pledge the same, or sublet the Premises, or any part thereof, without the prior written consent 

of IDNR, which may be withheld for any reason or for no reason, and in no event shall any 

such assignment or sublicense ever release LICENSEE from any obligation or liability 

hereunder. 

No assignee or sublicense holder of the Premises or any portion thereof may assign or 

sublicense the Premises or any portion thereof.  IDNR is not required to collect any license 

fees or other payments from any party other than LICENSEE; however, any collection by 

IDNR from any approved assignee or sublicense holder or any other party on behalf of 

LICENSEE’s account is not construed to constitute a novation or a release of LICENSEE from 

further performance of its obligations under this Agreement.  

21. SUPERSESSION:  This Agreement supersedes all previous agreements between the 

parties hereto regarding the Premises and the subject matter hereof, and any such previous 

agreements shall be of no further force or effect, relative to the rights or privileges granted by 

IDNR therein, as of the effective date.         

22. APPLICABILITY AND SEVERABILITY: IDNR and LICENSEE mutually 

acknowledge that various standard provisions of this Agreement may or may not be pertinent 

to the proposed purpose, and that each such provision shall be interpreted as it reasonably 

pertains to the Premises. Should any provision of this Agreement be found illegal, invalid or 

void by a court of competent jurisdiction, said provision shall be considered severable.  The 

remaining provisions shall not be impaired and the Agreement shall be interpreted to the extent 

possible to give effect to the parties' intent. 

23. NOTIFICATION:  All notices required or provided for by this Agreement shall be 

addressed as follows, unless otherwise provided for herein: 

 IDNR:      LICENSEE: 
 Department of Natural Resources  City of Rock Falls  
 Div. of Concession & Lease Management Attn: Michelle Conklin 
 One Natural Resources Way   603 W 10th Street 
 Springfield, IL 62702-1271   Rock Falls, IL 61071 
 Telephone:  217/782-7940   Telephone: 815/622-1104 
 DNR.LandUseAgreements@illinois.gov mconklin@rockfalls61071.com 

Emergency Contact: Kyle Goetz   Emergency Contact: Rock Falls PD 
 Location: Sheffield, IL     Location: Rock Falls, IL 

mailto:mconklin@rockfalls61071.com
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 Telephone: 815/454-2328   Telephone: 815/622-1140  
 
24.  FISCAL FUNDING:  Financial obligations of IDNR shall cease immediately and 

without penalty or liability for damages if in any fiscal year the Illinois General Assembly, 

Federal funding source, or other funding source fails to appropriate or otherwise make 

available funds for the operation of the Premises.  In such event, the parties hereto may agree 

to suspend the operation and effectiveness of this Agreement until such time as said funds 

become available. 

25. WAIVER:  The waiver by IDNR of any term, covenant or condition herein contained 

shall not be deemed to be a waiver of any other term, covenant or condition nor shall either 

party’s consent to any breach of any term, covenant or condition be deemed to constitute or 

imply its consent to any subsequent breach of the same or other term, covenant or condition 

herein contained. 

26.   CERTIFICATIONS: LICENSEE’S certifications attached as Exhibit C are incorporated 

herein by reference thereto.  
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Agreement Number: 3092   
Site Name: Hennepin Canal 

          Location Code: 50-2761-1 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the foregoing Agreement is hereby executed this ______ day of 

_______________, 20___.  

LICENSEE:             STATE OF ILLINOIS: 
 
 
 
CITY OF ROCK FALLS              DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
  
 
 
BY: __________________________        APPROVED: DIRECTOR, IDNR 
            Title:               Director________________ 

Date: ______________           
By: Division Manager 
Division of Concession and Leases  

 
BY: ______________________________ 

Title:_________________________         

 

 

__________________________ 
            FEIN No.  
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Agreement Number: 3092   
Site Name: Hennepin Canal 

          Location Code: 50-2761-1 
 

                                
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 
 
 

SIGNATURE AUTHORIZATION 
 
As an official agent of  CITY OF ROCK FALLS  ,    
  (Lessee or Licensee -Company / Corporation / Municipality) 
 
I certify that                                                               is an authorized representative of 
said 
                     (Name of executive of official who will sign the agreement)            
 
organization and is legally empowered to act on its behalf in executing this agreement. 
 
 

   Signed:        
(Person affirming signature authority of above 
official; must not be the same individual)        

 
 

 Title:                                    
 

   Date:          
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