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Council Chambers 

603 W 10th Street, Rock Falls, IL 61071 
 

October 18, 2022 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 
Audience Requests 

1. Owen Harrell – PCs for People   
 
Proclamation 
 Proclaiming November 26, 2022, as Small Business Saturday in the City of Rock Falls   
 
Community Affairs 
 Bethany Bland, President/CEO, Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce 
 
Consent Agenda: 

1. Approval of the minutes of the October 4, 2022, City Council Meeting   
2. Approval of bills as presented   

 
Ordinances 1st Reading: 

1. Ordinance 2022-2585 – Amending and Restating Chapter 18, Article VIII of the Rock 
Falls Municipal Code for Off-Highway Vehicles   

 
Ordinances 2nd Reading and Adoption: 

1. Ordinance 2022-2584 – Sale of Surplus Equipment – 18 Vertex Portable Radios and 
Equipment   

 
City Administrator Robbin Blackert 

1. Amendment to Agreement by and between the City of Rock Falls, Illinois, the City of 
Sterling, Illinois and the County of Whiteside   
 

Information/Correspondence 
Matt Cole, City Attorney 
Corey Buck, City Engineer 
 



 
Alderman Reports/Committee Chairman Requests 
 
Ward 1 
Alderman Bill Wangelin – Public Property/Public Works Committee Chairman 
Alderman Gabriella McKanna – Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee Chairman 
 
Ward 2 
Alderman Brian Snow – Building Code Committee Chairman/Utility Committee Vice Chairman 

1. Emergency Repair Justification for the purchase of a RB-20 Bantam Plus, Portable 50 
Amp, Three Phase Meter Site test solution with integrated Test Socket and Optics, from 
Anixter, 1100 Old State Road, Mattoon, IL 61938 at an estimated cost of $39,202.00   

Alderman Casey Babel – Tourism Committee Chairman 
 
Ward 3 
Alderman Steve Dowd 
 
Ward 4 
Alderman Violet Sobottka – Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee Chairman 
Alderman Marshall Doane 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next City Council meeting – November 1, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
Posted: October 14, 2022 
Michelle Conklin, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
The City of Rock Falls is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with Disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 
who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in the meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the 
meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Mark Searing, ADA Coordinator, at 1-815-622-1108 promptly to allow the City of Rock Falls to make reasonable 
accommodations within 48 hours of the scheduled meeting. 







 
 
WHAT IS SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY®? 

 
 
Since its inception in 2010, Small Business Saturday, proudly backed by American Express, 
has illuminated the significance of supporting small, independently owned businesses 
across the country. Falling between Black Friday and Cyber Monday, it's a day dedicated to 
supporting the diverse range of local businesses that help create jobs, boost the economy, 
and keep communities thriving across the country. 
 
 
WHY SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY? 

 
 

• Demonstrates a conscious commitment to the communities in which we live. 
• Creates goodwill within the communities. 

• When we support small businesses, we help create jobs and local communities 
preserve their unique culture. 

 
 
2021 SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY FACTS: 

 
 

• In 2021, U.S. consumers reported spending a record high total of an estimated $23.3 
billion at independent retailers and restaurants on Small Business Saturday. 1 

• Elected officials in all 50 states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, and other U.S. 
territories championed Small Business Saturday. 

• Over 700 local governments issued proclamations in support of Small Business 
Saturday covering all 50 states and Washington, D.C. 

• American Express enlisted the support of nearly 100 large companies, known as 
Corporate Supporters, to help drive excitement for and promote Small Business 
Saturday. 

• The Small Business Saturday Coalition, comprised of national, state and local 
associations that help coordinate activities for Small Business Saturday with small 
business owners and consumers, had over 300 organizations help spread the Shop 
Small® message. 

 
1 The American Express 2021 Small Business Saturday Consumer Insights Survey was conducted by Teneo on behalf of 
American Express. The study is a nationally representative sample of 2,426 U.S. adults 18 years of age or older. The sample 
was collected using an email invitation and an online survey. The study gathered self-reported data and does not reflect actual 
receipts or sales. It was conducted anonymously on November 28, 2021. The survey has an overall margin of error of +/- 
2.0%, at the 95% level of confidence. Projections are based on the current U.S. Census estimates of the U.S. adult population, 
age 18 years and over. 



 

• According to the 2021 Small Business Saturday Consumer Insights Survey, a 
majority (79%) of consumers understood the importance of supporting the small 
businesses in their community on Small Business Saturday in 2021 and 66% 
reported that the day makes them want to Shop Small all year long.2 

 
 
JOIN THE COALITION: 

 
 
Building on the success of previous years, the Coalition of supporters are more committed 
than ever. This includes support from advocacy organizations that join the initiative to 
motivate constituents through incentives and offers to not only Shop Small on November 
26, 2022 but Shop Small all year long. 
 
The coalition will be led by Women Impacting Public Policy, a business advocacy 
organization representing small businesses. Join Us! 
  
Contact Info: 
Small Business Saturday Program 
Women Impacting Public Policy 
Phone: (415) 434-4314 |Email: sbscoalition@wipp.org 
 

 
2The American Express 2021 Small Business Saturday Consumer Insights Survey was conducted by Teneo on behalf of 
American Express. The study is a nationally representative sample of 2,426 U.S. adults 18 years of age or older. The sample 
was collected using an email invitation and an online survey. The study gathered self-reported data and does not reflect actual 
receipts or sales. It was conducted anonymously on November 28, 2021. The survey has an overall margin of error of +/- 
2.0%, at the 95% level of confidence. Projections are based on the current U.S. Census estimates of the U.S. adult population , 
age 18 years and over. 

























































CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

1013 7th Avenue   Rock Falls, Illinois 61071-2854 
(815) 622-1135/622-1136           FAX (815) 622-1114 

www.RockFalls61071.com 
 

           Cris A Bouwens            Ken Wolf 
               Fire Chief          Deputy Chief  
cbouwens@rockfalls61071.com                   kwolf@rockfalls61071.com 
      
 
Date: 10/12/2022 
 
To: Rock Falls City Council 
 
Reference: Sale of used equipment 
 
 
The Fire Department is requesting permission for the sale of used City owned equipment in reference to: 
 
18 Vertex portable radios equipped with microphone, batteries, chargers, spare new batteries(un-used) and any 
misc. items associated with this model of Vertex portable radio (i.e., radio strap holders). 
 
These portable radios were replaced by the new Motorola APX 6000 models that we are currently using. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Cris A. Bouwens 
Fire Chief 

mailto:cbouwens@rockfalls61071.com
mailto:kwolf@rockfalls61071.com







