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Rock Falls City Council Agenda 

Council Chambers 
603 W 10th Street, Rock Falls, IL 61071 

 
March 5, 2024 

5:30 p.m. 
 
Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 
Rock Falls Fire Department 

• Oath of Office and Badge Pinning – Kyle Sommers, Deputy Fire Chief 
• Oath of Office and Badge Pinning – Derick Newton, Captain 

 
Audience Requests 
 
Community Affairs 
 Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce, Sam Smith President/CEO 

 
Consent Agenda: 

1. Approval of the minutes of the February 20, 2024, City Council Meeting   
2. Approval of bills as presented   

 
Ordinance 1st Reading: 

1. Ordinance 2024-2637–Amending Chapter 16 Relating to Business License Fee Increases  
2. Ordinance 2024-2638 – Approving Annual Fair Solar Credit   

 
Ordinance 2nd Reading & Adoption: 

1. Ordinance 2024-2636 – Amending Chapter 32 for the Establishment of Additional Utility 
Service Deposits   
 

City Administrator Robbin Blackert: 
1. Fiscal Agency Agreement – IMBCA Restitution Payment   

 
Information/Correspondence 
Matt Cole, City Attorney 
Corey Buck, City Engineer 
 



 
Alderman Reports/Committee Chairman Requests 
 
Ward 1 
Alderman Bill Wangelin – Public Property/Public Works Committee Chairman/Tourism Committee 
Alderman Gabriella McKanna – Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee Chairman 

1. Recommendation from the Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee to approve a joint 
purchase with the City of Sterling Fire Department for a software platform from First Due, 
107 Seventh St., Garden City, New York, City of Rock Falls Fire Department cost will be 
$16,806.25 for the first year 15-month agreement.   

 
Ward 2 
Alderman Brian Snow – Building Code Committee Chairman/Utility Committee Vice Chairman  

1. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve Change Order No. 2 - Phase 2 
Watermain Improvements from Martin & Company Excavating in the amount of 
$35,090.40.   

2. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to waive bidding for materials, labor and 
equipment for the installation of video detection for traffic signals at the intersection of 1st 
Avenue and 10th Street. 

3. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to accept the proposal by Helm Electric, 
1514 W Fourth Street, Sterling IL for materials, labor and equipment to install video 
detection for traffic signals at the intersection of 1st Avenue & 10th Street in the amount of 
$31,000.00.   

4. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to waive bidding of boring project along 
the northern edge of the Schmitt Addition for conduit extension and future electric use. 

5. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to accept the quote from PirTano 
Construction, 701 Wood St., Rochelle, IL for conduit extension and future electric use in 
the amount of $70,720.00.     

Alderman Vickey Byrd 
 
Ward 3 
Alderman Steve Dowd 
Alderman Cody Dornes 
 
Ward 4 
Alderman Violet Sobottka – Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee Chairman 

1. Recommendation from the OLPS Committee to approve the hiring of two Paid On Call 
Firefighters. 

2. Recommendation from the OLPS Committee to approve the Employment Contract with 
Kyle Sommers for Deputy Fire Chief beginning March 1, 2024. 

Alderman Cathy Arduini 
 

Mayor’s Report: 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next City Council Meeting – March 19, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Posted: March 1, 2024 
Michelle Conklin, Deputy City Clerk 
 
The City of Rock Falls is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with Disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and 
who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in the meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the 
meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Mark Searing, ADA Coordinator, at 1-815-622-1108 promptly to allow the City of Rock Falls to make reasonable 
accommodations within 48 hours of the scheduled meeting. 















































Fiscal Agency Agreement re IMBCA Res�tu�on Payments 

THIS FISCAL AGENCY AGREEMENT is made under the Illinois Intergovernmental Coopera�on Act (5 ILCS 
220/) by and among the City of Batavia, the City of Rochelle and the City of Rock Falls effec�ve on the 
last date of the signatures below. 

WHEREAS, the ci�es of Batavia, Rochelle and Rock Falls were members of the Illinois Municipal 
Broadband Communica�ons Associa�on (“IMBCA”), which was formed in 2007 for the purpose of 
promo�ng the development of broadband in northern Illinois; 

WHEREAS, IMBCA ceased opera�ons in 2019 and transferred its assets to a third party pursuant to a 
duly approved bill of sale in 2020; 

WHEREAS, at the �me of its dissolu�on, IMBCA members were aware of a pending criminal inves�ga�on 
involving the� of IMBCA funds by a former employee of one of the members and filed a Vic�m 
Statement with the United States Department of Jus�ce in Case Number 2018R01064 iden�fying the 
amount of money owed to IMBCA due to this criminal ac�vity;  

WHEREAS, upon comple�on of the inves�ga�on the defendant was found guilty and ordered to pay 
res�tu�on to IMBCA in the amount of approximately $165,000. 

WHEREAS, five res�tu�on payments have been received thus far in the form of checks from the United 
States Treasury (“US Treasury”) made out to IMBCA and more are an�cipated; 

WHEREAS, the ci�es of Batavia, Rochelle and Rock Falls have agreed that all res�tu�on payments should 
be pro-rated among themselves in equal amounts and have agreed to designate the City of Rock Falls as 
their fiscal agent to effectuate such payments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in considera�on of the covenants and agreements contained herein, and for 
other good and valuable considera�on, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby mutually 
acknowledged, the par�es agree as follows: 

1. The City of Rock Falls shall be designated as the “Fiscal Agent” of IMBCA for the limited purpose 
of effectua�ng the dissemina�on of res�tu�on payments to former members of IMBCA 
associated with Case Number 2018R01064. 
 

2. As Fiscal Agent, City of Rock Falls shall establish and administer a new account in a local banking 
ins�tu�on expressly designated for the purpose of deposi�ng res�tu�on checks issued by the US 
Treasury for payment to IMBCA, which such payments shall be disbursed to the ci�es of 
Rochelle, Batavia and Rock Falls as former IMBCA members (“Res�tu�on Account”). 
 

3. Immediately upon establishment of the Res�tu�on Account, the City of Rock Falls shall (i) 
deposit exis�ng res�tu�on checks currently being held for IMBCA by Boardman & Clark LLP; (ii) 
calculate the amount that is due to each former IMBCA member on a straight pro rata basis, 
meaning each member will receive 1/3 of the res�tu�on payments received; and (iii) disburse 
the appropriate pro-rated amount via wire transfer to accounts designated by the ci�es of 
Batavia and Rochelle. 
 



4. Any future res�tu�on checks issued by the US Treasury in the name of IMBCA, or any other 
payee on behalf of IMBCA, shall be deposited in the Res�tu�on Account; pro-rated; and 
disbursed to the Ci�es of Batavia and Rochelle in the manner described above in sec�on 3. 
 

5. As Fiscal Agent for IMBCA, a designated representa�ve of Rock Falls shall be authorized to assist 
the United States Department of Jus�ce in implemen�ng the payment of res�tu�on in this 
mater on an ongoing basis, including, but not limited to, the provision of an affidavit describing 
this arrangement for the purpose of changing the name of the res�tu�on payment payee or any 
other purpose related to this mater. 
 

6. It is understood and acknowledged that Rock Falls is also authorized under this Agreement to (i) 
deduct reasonable administra�ve expenses incurred by Rock Falls in its role as Fiscal Agent from 
its disbursements of the res�tu�on amounts to Batavia and Rochelle; (ii) deduct a pro-rated 
share of legal fees incurred by IMBCA from Boardman Clark LLP for assistance in implemen�ng 
the res�tu�on payment process; and (iii) undertake other administra�ve func�ons necessary to 
implement the payment of res�tu�on to former IMBCA members. 
 

7. Each party to this Agreement represents and warrants that execu�on thereof has been duly 
authorized by resolu�on of its governing body. 
 

8. This Agreement is binding upon the par�es hereto as well as their respec�ve heirs, successors 
and assigns. 
 

9.  This Agreement shall be governed by and construed pursuant to the laws of Illinois. 
 

10. This Agreement may be amended only by a duly authorized writen instrument signed by all 
three par�es. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the par�es have caused this agreement to be executed on the dates indicated 
below: 

CITY OF ROCK FALLS    CITY OF ROCHELLE 

By:______________________________  By:___________________________________ 
Name    (date)  Name    (date)  
 
Atest:___________________________  Atest:___________________________ 
Name    (date)  Name    (date) 
  
CITY OF BATAVIA 

By:______________________________ 
Name    (date) 
 

Atest:___________________________ 
Name    (date) 


























