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May 5, 2026 
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Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 
Oath of Office – Mark Searing – Ward 1 Alderperson 
 
Audience Requests 
 
Community Affairs - Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce 
 
Consent Agenda: 

1. Approval of minutes from the April 21, 2026 City Council Meeting   
2. Approval of bills as presented   
3. Approve the reappointment of Terry Gisi to the Police Pension Board for a 2-year term 

(05-01-2026 to 04-30-2028)  
 
City Administrator Robbin Blackert: 

1. Approval of Agreement for Hearing Services between the cities of Sterling, Illinois, Rock 
Falls, Illinois and Timothy J. Slavin   

2. Approve a Development Agreement between the City of Rock Falls and Scott A. Wolber 
 

 
Rock Falls Tourism – Melinda Jones: 

1. Update of Tourism Summer Events 
 
Information/Correspondence 
Matt Cole, City Attorney 
Corey Buck, City Engineer 
 
Alderperson Reports/Committee Chairman Requests 
 
Ward 1 
Alderperson Bill Wangelin – Public Works/Public Property Committee Chairman 



1. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve the Utility Office Write-Off’s 
for January 2026 through March 2026   

2. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve the purchase of new water 
meters from Ferguson Waterworks, 1720 State St., DeKalb, IL 60115 in the amount of 
$35,259.60   

3. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve a sixty-month extended service 
coverage contract for nine generators from Altorfer 8400 6th St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 
52404 in the total amount of $124,740.00   

4. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve the quote from Kirby Cable 
Service, PO Box 37, Pecatonica, IL 61063 for directional boring at River View Drive and 
Humber Lane, Rock Falls, IL in the amount of $62,794.50   

5. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve the purchase of a new bucket 
truck for the Electric Department from Altec, P.O. Box 11407, Birmingham, AL 35246 in 
the amount of $343,516.00   

6. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve a one-year SCADA software 
support plan from Survalent, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Buffalo, NY 14221 in the amount of 
$15,022.00   

7. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve the purchase of a new Eaton 
UPS System from William & Mary Computer Center, 812 12th Ave, Rock Falls, IL 61071 
in the amount of $17,450.00   

8. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve the purchase and installation 
of a bypass switch panel for UPS system from Helm, 1514 W Fourth St, Sterling, IL 61081 
in the amount of $5,500.00    

Alderperson Mark Searing 
 
Ward 2 
Alderperson Vickey Byrd – Tourism Committee Chairman 
Alderperson Marshall Doane  
 
Ward 3 
Alderperson Steve Dowd – Police Fire Committee Chairman 
Alderperson Nathan Stahr – Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee Chairman 
 
Ward 4 
Alderperson Violet Sobottka – Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee Chairman 

1. Recommendation from the Ordinance License Personnel Safety Committee to approve 
the same signing authority for the Assistant City Administrator as the City 
Administrator 

2. Recommendation from the Ordinance License Personnel Safety Committee to approve 
the increase of the spending limit from $22,000.00 to $25,000.00 for the City 
Administrator and Assistant City Administrator 

Alderperson Cathy Arduini 
 

Mayor’s Report: 
 
Executive Session: 

1. Enter into Executive Session for the purposes of: 
a. Personnel – Section 2(c)(1) – Employee hiring, firing, compensation, discipline 

and performance 
 
Any Action taken from Executive Session 
 
Adjournment 
 



Next City Council Meeting – May 19, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. 
Posted: May 1, 2026 
Michelle Conklin, Deputy City Clerk 
 
The City of Rock Falls is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with Disabilities who plan to 
attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in the meeting, or who have 
questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Bryan Plummer, ADA Coordinator, at 1-815-622-
1108 promptly to allow the City of Rock Falls to make reasonable accommodations within 48 hours of the scheduled meeting. 
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DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT  
RELATING TO THE PLATTING OF CERTAIN  

REAL ESTATE, EASEMENTS AND INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS 
 
 

 THIS AGREEMENT (this “Agreement”) is made this _____ day of _______________, 
2026, by and between CITY OF ROCK FALLS, an Illinois municipal corporation (the “City”), 
and SCOTT A. WOLBER, a resident of _______________, Illinois (the “Developer”). 
 
 WHEREAS, the Developer is the contract purchaser of certain real estate located within 
the corporate boundaries of the City (the “Real Estate”), which real estate is currently identified 
as PIN 17-03-101-001 and legally described on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated 
herein; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Developer intends to develop, construct, own and operate a multi-tenant 
strip mall and other future improvements on the Real Estate; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 11-2-5 of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/11-2-
5, the City is empowered to regulate and approve plats of subdivision and to establish reasonable 
requirements governing the public streets, water supply and distribution, and sanitary sewers; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 11-125-1 et seq. of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 
ILCS 5/11-125-1 et seq., the City is empowered to construct, extend and maintain waterworks 
systems; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 11-139-1 et. seq. of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 
ILCS 5/11-139-1 et seq., the City is empowered to construct, extend and maintain a sanitary 
sewer system and provide for drainage and sewage disposal; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 11-80-2 of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/11-
80-2, the City is empowered to establish, construct, improve and maintain streets; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 11-117-1 and 11-150-1 of the Illinois Municipal Code, 
65 ILCS 5/11-117-1 and 65 ILCS 5/11-150-1, the City is empowered to acquire, construct, own 
and operate within its corporate boundaries any public utility the product of which is to be 
supplied to its inhabitants, including but not limited to electric power; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has provided in Chapter 28 of its Code of Ordinances for 
comprehensive subdivision regulations governing the approval of subdivision plats and the 
construction of extensions of the City’s public streets, the water supply and distribution system, 
the sewer system, and the electrical system (the “Subdivision Ordinance”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and the Developer, after significant discussion regarding the same, 
concur that the location and construction of a north/south public street and other public 
infrastructure improvements within the Real Estate enhances the future development of the Real 
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Estate and adjacent properties and is in furtherance of the safety, health and general welfare of 
the residents and taxpayers of the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and the Developer desire, by the terms of this Agreement, to 
provide for certain agreements regarding such public street and other public infrastructure 
improvements and regarding other matters of mutual interest and benefit in furtherance of the 
development of the Real Estate. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which is hereby acknowledged, the City and the Developer agree as follows: 
 

1. INCORPORATION OF RECITALS.  The recitals in the preambles to this Agreement 
are true and correct, and they are hereby incorporated into this Section 1 by this 
reference. 
 

2. PLATTING OF THE REAL ESTATE.   
 

(A) Prior to the construction of any improvements on the Real Estate, the 
Developer shall file a subdivision plat for the Real Estate with the City in 
accordance with the provisions and requirements of the Subdivision 
Ordinance and this Agreement.  The subdivision plat shall show, in addition to 
all required matters under the Subdivision Ordinance, the following: 
 
(i) A north/south street with a width of 60 feet and 10-foot rights-of-way 

on both the east and west sides running from Schmitt Road to the 
northern boundary of the Real Estate or to the end of the street.  The 
location of the street shall be mutually agreed upon by the City and the 
Developer.  The plans and specifications for the street shall comply in 
all respects with the Subdivision Ordinance and shall have at least an 
80,000 lbs. rating.   
 

(ii) An approximately 25-foot wide easement permitting access to the City 
and its agents from the west boundary of the Real Estate to the existing 
entrance to the City’s lift station located in the northwest corner of the 
Real Estate.  The location of the easement shall be mutually agreed 
upon by the City and the Developer.     

 
(iii) A utility easement for the City’s construction of public infrastructure 

improvements in the public right-of-way adjacent to and east of the 
street described in Section 2(A)(i) of this Agreement.  The location of 
the easement shall be mutually agreed upon by the City and the 
Developer. 

 
(iv) The continuation of existing easements located on the west and 

southern boundaries of the Real Estate. 
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(B) The City and the Developer shall use reasonable efforts to cooperate with 
other in connection with the review of the subdivision plat.  The City shall 
promptly process, consider and act on such subdivision plat provided that the 
same conforms with the terms of this Agreement and is in compliance with the 
Subdivision Ordinance. 
 

(C) Nothing in this Agreement shall modify or amend additional City 
requirements for the Developer to file for and receive building permits from 
the City for improvements to be located on the Real Estate. 

 
3. ADDITIONAL COMMITMENTS OF THE DEVELOPER.   

 
(A) The Developer shall construct the street described in Section 2(A)(i) of this 

Agreement at his sole cost and expense within five (5) years of the date of this 
Agreement.  Promptly following the City’s inspection and approval of the 
same in accordance with the Subdivision Ordinance, the Developer shall 
dedicate the street to the City on forms provided by the City.  
 

(B) In the event the Developer, in accordance with plans and specification 
reasonably approved by the City, constructs parking lot and landscaping 
improvements over the easements described in Sections 2(A)(iii) and 2(A)(iv) 
of this Agreement, and the City in its reasonable discretion needs to disturb or 
otherwise dig up such improvements for the purpose of constructing, 
accessing or maintaining public infrastructure and utilities, the Developer 
shall be responsible for all costs associated with restoring such improvements. 

 
4. ADDITIONAL COMMITMENTS OF THE CITY. 

 
(A) Promptly following the Developer’s construction of the street described in 

Section 2(A)(i) of this Agreement, and the City’s inspection and approval of 
the same in accordance with the Subdivision Ordinance, the City shall, at its 
sole cost and expense, do the following: 
 
(i) Accept the dedication of the street from the Developer and thereafter 

maintain the street in accordance with generally applicable City 
policies for the maintenance of public streets, including snow plowing. 
 

(ii) Construct and thereafter maintain water and sewer mains and 
underground electric service in the easement area described in Section 
2(A)(iii) of this Agreement.  Such public infrastructure improvements 
shall extend from the south boundary of the Real Estate to the north 
boundary of the Real Estate. The public infrastructure improvements 
shall be constructed simultaneously with the construction of the street. 

 
(B) The City shall reasonably consider and approve parking lot and landscaping 

improvements over the easements described in Sections 2(A)(iii) and 2(A)(iv) 
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of this Agreement provided that the same are designed and constructed in 
accordance with the Subdivision Ordinance. 

 
5. COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS.  Notwithstanding anything to the 

contrary set forth in this Agreement, the Developer shall at all times permit, install, 
construct and maintain the Real Estate, and the improvements to be constructed 
thereon by the Developer, in a good and workmanlike manner and in conformance 
with Applicable Law and all approved plats of subdivision, plans and specifications.  
For purposes of this Agreement, “Applicable Law” shall mean all applicable federal, 
state, county, municipal or administrative laws, ordinances, rules regulations, and 
codes, including the City of Rock Falls Code of Ordinances and the Subdivision 
Ordinance. 
 

6. ACQUISITION OF THE REAL ESTATE.  The Developer shall use all reasonable 
efforts to complete the purchase and acquisition of the Real Estate within twelve (12) 
months of the date of this Agreement.  If the Developer does not complete the 
purchase and acquisition of the Real Estate within such time period, this Agreement 
shall automatically terminate and be of no further force and effect. 

 
7. DEFAULT.  If either the City or the Developer defaults in the performance of any 

provision of this Agreement (the “Defaulting Party”), the other party (the “Non-
Defaulting Party”) shall provide the Defaulting Party with a written statement setting 
forth the default.  The Non-Defaulting Party may not exercise any remedies against 
the Defaulting Party in connection with such default until thirty (30) days after giving 
such notice.  If such default cannot be cured within such thirty (30) day period, such 
thirty (30) day period shall be extended for such time as is reasonably necessary for 
the curing of the same, as long as the Defaulting Party is diligently proceeding to cure 
such default.  A default not cured as provided above shall constitute a breach of this 
Agreement.  In the event of a breach of this Agreement, the Non-Defaulting Party 
may elect to terminate this Agreement or exercise any other right or remedy it may 
have at law or in equity, including the right to specifically enforce the terms and 
conditions of this Agreement 

 
8. NOTICES.  All notices or other communications required or permitted by this 

Agreement shall be given in writing at the addresses set forth below and shall be 
deemed to have been given (i) on the day of actual delivery if delivered personally, 
(ii) on the day immediately following deposit with overnight courier, or (iii) as of 
the third (3rd) day from and including the date of posting if mailed by registered or 
certified first class mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested.  The parties, by 
notice hereunder, may designate any further or different addresses to which 
subsequent notices or other communications shall be sent. 

 
   If to the City:  City of Rock Falls 
      Attn:  City Administrator 
      603 W. 10th St. 
      Rock Falls, IL 
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   If to the Developer: Scott A. Wolber 
      _____________________ 
      _____________________ 

 
9. MISCELLANEOUS. 
 

(A) This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with laws 
of the State of Illinois with venue lying in the Circuit Court for Whiteside 
County, Illinois. 
 

(B) This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the City and the 
Developer and supersedes all prior agreements, negotiation and discussions 
between them relating to the subject matter hereof.   This Agreement may not 
be modified or amended except by a written instrument executed by the City 
and the Developer or their permitted successors or assigns. 

 
(C) The Developer may assign its rights and obligations under this Agreement 

only with the prior written consent of the City, which consent shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. 

 
(D) Upon any dispute between the City and the Developer under this Agreement, 

the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover from the non-prevailing party 
reasonable attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses incurred in contesting such 
dispute in litigation. 

 
(E) This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts, each of which shall 

be deemed an original and all of which together shall constitute but one and 
the same instrument.  Execution and delivery of this Agreement 
electronically (such as via PDF format or DocuSign) bearing the electronic 
signature of a party hereto shall constitute valid and binding execution and 
delivery of this Agreement by such party.  Such electronic copies shall 
constitute enforceable original documents. 

 
 
 

[SIGNATURES APPEAR ON THE NEXT PAGE]. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed 
on the above date at Rock Falls, Illinois. 
 
 

CITY OF ROCK FALLS, an Illinois 
municipal corporation 

 
 
_________________________________ 

Mayor 
 
 
Attest:__________________________ 
  City Clerk 
     
 
 
      SCOTT A. WOLBER 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
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Exhibit A 
 

Legal Description of the Real Estate 




















































































