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603 W 10th Street, Rock Falls, IL 61071 
 

December 17, 2024 
5:30 p.m. 

 
Call to Order at 5:30 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 
Rock Falls Police Department 
 Oath of Office – Mitch Ottenhausen – Sergeant  
 Oath of Office – Christopher Benson – Officer 
 Oath of Office – Valerie Villaneda - Officer 
 Oath of Office – Armando Garnica - Officer 
 
Audience Requests 
 
Community Affairs - Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce, Sam Smith President/CEO 
 
Consent Agenda: 

1. Approval of the minutes of the December 3, 2024, City Council Meeting   
2. Approval of bills as presented   
3. Approve appointment of Nathan Stahr to vacant 3rd Ward Alderman position effective 

January 1, 2025 
 
Ordinances 2nd Reading & Adoption: 

1. Ordinance 2024-2671 – Fiscal Year 2025 Tax Levy   
2. Ordinance 2024-2672 – Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2024 to Pay Debt 

Service on $5,300,000 General Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Sources), Series 2017  
3. Ordinance 2024-2673 – Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2024 to Pay Debt 

Service on $2,115,000 General Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Sources), Series 2016  
4. Ordinance 2024-2674 – Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2024 to Pay Debt 

Service on $9,200,000 General Obligation Bonds (Electric System Alternate Revenue 
Sources), Series 2018A   

5. Ordinance 2024-2675 – Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2024 to Pay Debt 
Service on $1,200,000 General Obligation Bonds (Waterworks System Alternate Revenue 
Sources), Series 2018B   



6. Ordinance 2024-2676 – Abating the Tax Heretofore Levied for the Year 2024 to Pay Debt 
Service on $1,200,000 General Obligation Bonds (Sewerage System Alternate Revenue 
Sources), Series 2018C   

 
Ordinances for 1st Reading: 

1. Ordinance 2024-2677 – Amending Chapter 4 of the Rock Falls Municipal Code Relating 
to the Keeping of Chickens   
 

Resolutions: 
1. Resolution 2024-930 – Resolution Granting Real Estate Tax Abatement – Ready Lab, LLC  

 
City Administrator Robbin Blackert: 
 
Information/Correspondence 
Matt Cole, City Attorney 
Corey Buck, City Engineer 
 
Alderman Reports/Committee Chairman Requests 
 
Ward 1 
Alderman Bill Wangelin – Public Works/Public Property Committee Chairman/Tourism Committee 
Alderman Gabriella McKanna – Finance/Insurance/Investment Committee Chairman 
 
Ward 2 
Alderman Brian Snow – Building Code Committee Chairman/Utility Committee Vice Chairman    

1. Recommendation from the Utility Committee to approve the recommendation from 
BHMG Engineers to award the Hydro Relay Project to Electrical Power Products, Inc., 
Army Post Road, Des Moines, IA in the amount of $74,901.00   

Alderman Vickey Byrd 
 
Ward 3 
Alderman Steve Dowd – Police Fire Committee Chairman 
 
Ward 4 
Alderman Violet Sobottka – Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee Chairman 

1. Recommendation from the Ordinance/License/Personnel/Safety Committee to approve 
a new hire for the Wastewater Department  

Alderman Cathy Arduini 
 

Mayor’s Report: 
 
Adjournment 
 
Next City Council Meeting – January 7, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Posted: December 13, 2024 
Michelle Conklin, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 
The City of Rock Falls is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with Disabilities who plan to 
attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in the meeting, or who have 
questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Mark Searing, ADA Coordinator, at 1-815-622-1108 
promptly to allow the City of Rock Falls to make reasonable accommodations within 48 hours of the scheduled meeting. 





















































































CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. _________________ 
 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4 
OF THE ROCK FALLS MUNICIPAL CODE 

RELATING TO THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS 
 

______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

ADOPTED BY THE 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

OF THE 
 

CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
 

THIS ____ DAY OF ___________, 2024 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Published in pamphlet form by authority of the City Council of the City of Rock Falls, Illinois, 
this ___ day of ____________, 2024. 
______________________________________________________________________________  
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ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4 
OF THE ROCK FALLS MUNICIPAL CODE 

RELATING TO THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council (the “Corporate Authorities”) of the City of 
Rock Falls (“City”) have received requests from residents to amend the Rock Falls Municipal 
Code to allow the raising and keeping of chickens for personal use on residential property within 
the City limits; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 11-20-9 of the Illinois Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5/1-1-
1 et. seq.) the Corporate Authorities have the authority to regulate the prevention of domestic 
animals and livestock, including chickens, from running at large within the City limits; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities further have the authority to define, prevent and 
abate any activities deemed a nuisance pursuant to Section 11-60-2 of the Illinois Municipal 
Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities desire and find it in the best interests of the City 
and its residents, to allow the raising and keeping of chickens for personal use within the City 
limits and to establish guidelines for such purpose, all as more specifically set forth herein. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City 
of Rock Falls, Whiteside County, Illinois as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1:  The preambles to this Ordinance are true and correct and are hereby 
incorporated into this Section 1 as if more fully set forth herein. 
 

SECTION 2:   Chapter 4 of the Rock Falls Municipal Code is hereby amended by the 
addition of a new Article V entitled “Chickens”, to read as follows: 

 
“ARTICLE V. – CHICKENS 
 
 Sec. 4-96. – Definitions.  The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this 
article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context 
clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 

 Chicken means a domestic fowl that is commonly raised by people for its eggs 
or meat. 

 Hen means a female domestic chicken. 

 Rooster means a male domestic chicken. 
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Sec. 4-97. – Chickens permitted within the city limits. 

(a) The raising and keeping of chickens within the city limits, subject to the 
restrictions of this article, shall be permitted. 

(b) Chickens shall be allowed within the city only on properties zoned and occupied 
for single family residential use.  Said property shall have no more than four (4) 
hens at any given time. 

(c) Roosters are strictly prohibited within the city limits. 

Sec. 4-98. – Annual permit required.  Any person desiring to keep chickens on their 
property within the city limits shall apply for and obtain a permit in accordance with this section. 

(a) An application for a permit shall be submitted to the city clerk Building 
Department on the form or forms as may be prepared by the city from time to 
time.   

(b) The initial application shall be accompanied by a fifty dollars ($50.00) non-
refundable application fee at the time of submissionmitting the application.  All 
subsequent annual applications must be accompanied by a twenty-five ($25.00) 
non-refundable application fee at the time of submission.  

(c) Prior to the issuance or renewal of any permit under this section, the Building 
Inspector or his designeecity shall inspect the property on which the chickens are 
proposed to be kept to ensure compliance with the provisions of this article. 

(d) A permit issued pursuant to this section shall be valid from May 1 to April 30 of 
the following year.  The permit may be renewed each year by submitting a 
renewal application to the city along with the non-refundable application fee. 

Sec. 4-99. – Enclosures. 

(a) All chickens shall be kept in a fenced area or other suitable enclosure of sufficient 
size and strength to confine said chickens to the owner’s property. 

(b) No enclosure or fenced area shall come within a distance of fifteen feet (15’) from 
any property or lot line.  In addition, the enclosure or fenced area shall be located 
at least thirty feet (30’) from any adjacent occupied residential residential 
dwelling, church, school or place of businessstructure other than that of the 
owner. 

(c) A minimum 12 square feet and no more than 20 square feet henhouse shall be 
provided with sufficient space for all  for chickens kept or raised on the property, 
and shall be designed to provide safe and healthy living conditions for the 
chickens while minimizing adverse impacts to other residents in the 
neighborhood. 
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(1) A henhouse shall be enclosed on all sides and shall have a roof and doors.  
The henhouse shall be constructed using an all-weather roof and siding for 
the exterior.  Access doors to the henhouse must be able to be shut and 
locked at night.  Opening windows and vents must be covered with 
predator and bird-proof mesh wire consisting of less than one inch (1”) 
openings. 

(2) The henhouse must provide adequate ventilation, adequate sun and shade, 
and must be resistant to rodents, wild birds and predators, including dogs 
and cats. 

(3) All henhouses shall be located in the rear yard of the property. 

Sec. 4-100. – Restrictions. 

(a) Chickens kept in accordance with this article are for personal use only. No person 
shall slaughter any chickens in the city limits. The sale of eggs within the city 
limits is prohibited. 

(b) Feed for chickens shall be kept at all times in protected containers to prevent rats, 
mice or other rodents from gaining access to said feed. 

(c) All areas where chickens are kept shall be maintained in a neat and clean manner, 
free of the accumulation of waste or other matter such as to cause odors on 
adjacent property that are detectable to a reasonable person’s senses.  Any waste 
or other matter resulting from the chickens shall be disposed of in a clean and 
sanitary fashion. 

(d) Noise from chickens shall be kept to a minimum and shall not be so loud as to 
disturb the peace of any adjacent property owner or other persons of reasonable 
sensitivity. 

(e) Nothing in this article shall be construed to permit the keeping or raising of 
chickens when such activity is prohibited by private covenants, conditions or 
restrictions governing the use of property, or by rules, regulations or orders issued 
by the Illinois Department of Public Health or the Whiteside County Health 
Department. 

Sec. 4-101. – Violations.  Violation of any provision of this article shall be punishable as 
a Class C violation and subject to an administrative hearing as provided in section 1-41.  Each 
day a violation continues shall be considered a separate punishable offense.  Upon the 
occurrence of three (3) violations of this article by any one person it shall result in the immediate 
revocation of said person’s permit.  A new permit shall not be issued to any such person unless 
and until the city has verified such person’s compliance with every provision of this article, 
including the payment of any and all fines as may be issued hereunder.” 

SECTION 3:  Chapter 4, Article I, Section 4-1(b) of the Rock Falls Municipal Code, as 
amended, shall be further amended to read as follows: 
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“Sec. 4-1. – Animal harboring. 

… 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, it shall be unlawful for any person 
to keep in the city any live horse, mule, donkey, pony, cow, goat, sheep, swine, 
pig, poultry or animal raised for furbearing purposes, except temporarily by a 
licensed circus.  Chickens may be housed, kept and maintained within the city, 
but only in accordance with article V of this chapter.” 

 
SECTION 4:  In all other respects, Chapter 4 of the Rock Falls Municipal Code shall 

remain in full force and effect as previously adopted and/or amended. 
 
SECTION 5:  The provisions and sections of this Ordinance shall be deemed separable 

and the invalidity of any portion of this ordinance shall not affect the validity of the remainder. 
 
SECTION 6:  The City Clerk is directed to publish this Ordinance in pamphlet form. 
 
SECTION 7:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval and publication as required by law. 
 

Approved this ____ day of ____________, 2024. 
  
 
      ___________________________________ 
        Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
 City Clerk 
 
K F 
AYE       NAY 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________   _______________________________  
 
_______________________________  _______________________________  
 
_______________________________   _______________________________  



6 
 

 
_______________________________   _______________________________  



APPLICATION FOR CHICKEN (HEN) PERMIT 
Rock Falls Code of Ordinances Section 4-96 through Section 4-101 

 
FEE:  $50.00 First Application 
 $25.00 Subsequent Application 
 

Application is hereby made for Chicken (Hen) Permit as set forth in ordinance and all subsequent amendments thereto:  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FIRST       MIDDLE     LAST  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
STREET ADDRESS  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
HOME PHONE NUMBER   CELL PHONE NUMBER   E-MAIL ADDRESS 
 
NUMBER OF HENS: ___________ (Maximum of 4) 
 
Requirements:  
 
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS CAREFULLY AND INITIAL EACH TO SHOW 
YOU HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE CHICKEN (HEN) ORDINANCE.  
 
________I have read Rock Falls City Code Section 4-96 though Section 4-99 and understand the requirements for keeping 
chickens. 
 
________I will follow all applicable City ordinances, County and State laws relating to the care and keeping of animals. 
 
________I am aware that I am responsible for keeping chickens within the confines of my property at all times. 
 
________I am aware that a maximum of four (4) female chickens (hens) shall be allowed under the permit. 
 
________I have submitted a site plan with my application (see attachment). 
 
________I acknowledge that I live in a single-family detached dwelling as per Rock Falls City Zoning Code, and if I rent, I 
have approval from my landlord to keep chickens on the property in accordance with the ordinance. 
 
________I understand that the permit is not transferable from one individual or location to another.  
 
________I understand the private restrictions on the use of the property shall remain enforceable and shall supersede the 
permit. I affirm that there are no private restrictions including, but not limited to, deed restrictions, condominium restrictions, 
neighborhood association bylaws, covenants, and restrictions and rental agreements. A permit issued to a person whose 
property is subject to private restrictions that prohibit the keeping of chickens is void. 
 
________I acknowledge that I am aware that the ordinance allowing chickens may be amended or repealed and that the 
permit acquires no vested rights to have or raise chickens by virtue of the issuance of the permit. 
 
________I understand that the keeping and handling of chickens may cause health hazards and that adequate health 
precautions are the responsibility of the applicant. 
 
________I understand that the permit shall expire April 30th of each year and shall be renewed before May 1st of each year. 
The annual renewal fee is twenty-five dollars ($25.00). If a permit is not renewed before May 1st of the expiration year, the 
owner or occupant of the premises for which the permit was issued shall remove the chickens from the City within thirty (30 
days) of the license expiration.  
 
 
Sign: ____________________________________________  Date:____________________________________________ 
 
 



PROPOSED SITE PLAN 
 

ADDRESS: 
 
 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE SHOW: 
 

• Dimensions of proposed structure 
• Distances to property lines 
• Existing structures & driveways 
• Streets & alleys 
• Property dimensions 

 
 

The minimum setback for placement shall 
be fifteen (15) feet from the property lines 
and thirty (30) feet from any residential 
dwelling, church, school, or place of 
business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Site Plan is not required for renewal of the annual permit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return signed form, along with remittance:  CITY OF ROCK FALLS 
       Building Department 
       603 West 10th Street 
       Rock Falls, IL 61071 
 
 
 
 

This section is to be completed by the City. 
BUILDING INSPECTOR REVIEW:  ______ Approved    ________Denied 
 
 
Building Inspector Signature: __________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
 










